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Mulching
DEFINITION 
Applying plant residues, by-products or other suitable materials produced off site, to the land surface. 
 
CONDITIONS WHERE PRACTICE APPLIES 
This practice applies to all lands where mulches are needed.  This practice may be used alone or in combination with other practices.
 
Purpose
Mulches can conserve soil moisture, moderate soil temperature, provide erosion control, suppress weed growth, facilitate the establishment of vegetative cover, improve soil condition, and reduce airborne soil particulates.
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE
 
Mulched areas will be periodically inspected, and mulch shall be reinstalled or repaired as needed to accomplish the intended purpose.
 
Removal, incorporation, bio- or photo-degradation of mulch and associated materials shall be consistent with the intended purpose and site conditions. Operation of equipment near and on the site shall not compromise the intended purpose of the mulch. 
 
Prevent or repair any fire damage to the mulch material. Properly collect and dispose of artificial mulch material after intended use. Monitor and control undesirable weeds in mulched areas.
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Photo Credit: Houlton Field Office Staff
Mulching - Layout and Location Sheet
Plan view of conservation practice layout shown below. 
Scale 1"=________ ft. (NA indicates sketch not to scale) 
Design Certification
This mulching plan meets the requirements of NRCS Conservation Practice Standard 484.
Mulching - Layout and Location Sheet
Design Specifications
Purpose:
Refer to attached Conservation Plan Map(s) for location of area(s) to be mulched.
Tract/Field
Approx. Area To Be Treated
Approx. Quantity of Mulch to Apply
% 
Ground Cover Planned
% 
Ground Cover Achieved
Date Practice Certified Complete
Certified By
 (Initials)
Check Out:
Mulching - Practice Checkout Sheet
Check out (As-Built) Notes:
CHECK OUT:
Extent Completed:____________ acres                                  Mark As-Applied location on plan map.
This practice as applied meets NRCS standards and specifications
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs and marital or familial status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact the USDA Office of Communications (202) 720-2791.
 
To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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