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DEFINITION
A site-specific combination of pest prevention, pest avoidance, pest monitoring, and pest suppression strategies.

PURPOSE
Prevent or mitigate off-site pesticide risks to water quality from leaching, solution runoff and adsorbed runoff losses.
Prevent or mitigate off-site pesticide risks to soil, water, air, plants, animals and humans from drift and volatilization losses.
Prevent or mitigate on-site pesticide risks to pollinators and other beneficial species through direct contact.
Prevent or mitigate cultural, mechanical and biological pest suppression risks to soil, water, air, plants, animals and humans.
Conditions where practice applies
On all lands where pests will be managed.

IPM AND THE PAMS CONCEPT
IPM Prevention, Avoidance, Monitoring, and Suppression (PAMS) techniques include:
Prevention – Activities such as cleaning equipment and gear when leaving an infested area, using pest-free seeds and 

transplants, and irrigation scheduling to limit situations that are conducive to disease development.
Avoidance – Activities such as maintaining healthy and diverse plant communities, using pest resistant varieties, crop rotation, and refuge management. 
Monitoring – Activities such as pest scouting, degree-day modeling, and weather forecasting to help target suppression strategies and avoid routine preventative treatments. 
Suppression – Activities such as the judicious use of cultural, mechanical, biological and chemical control methods that reduce or eliminate a pest population or its impacts while minimizing risks to non-target organisms.

Operation and maintenance
The IPM plan shall include appropriate operation and maintenance items for the client.  These may include:
· Review and update the plan periodically in order to incorporate new IPM strategies, respond to cropping system and pest complex changes, and avoid the development of pest resistance.
· Maintain mitigation techniques identified in the plan in order to ensure continued effectiveness.
· Calibrate application equipment according to Extension and/or manufacturer recommendations before each season of use and with each major chemical change.
· Maintain records of pest management for at least two years. Application records shall be in accordance with USDA Agricultural Marketing Service’s Pesticide Recording Keeping Program and site specific requirements. 
Record Keeping.  The following records, where applicable, shall be maintained by the producer:
· Monitoring or scouting results including the date, pest population/degree of infestation, and the crop or plant community condition.
· When and where each pest suppression technique was implemented.
· When and where special IPM techniques were implemented to mitigate site-specific risks (e.g. soil incorporation of a pesticide to reduce its surface runoff to a nearby stream).


SAFETY
For Emergencies: 

Northern New England Poison Center
22 Bramhall St.
Portland, Maine 04102
1-800-222-1222

The national Chemical Transportation Emergency Center (CHEMTRAC) telephone number is:   1-800-424-9300
For non-emergency information: The National Pesticide Information Center (NPIC) telephone number in Corvallis, Oregon, 1-800-858-7384 Monday to Friday,6:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Pacific Time
Prior to use, inspect and replace worn nozzle tips, cracked hoses, and faulty gauges on spray equipment.
Follow label requirements for mixing/loading setbacks from wells, intermittent streams and rivers, natural or impounded ponds and lakes, and reservoirs.
Post signs, according to label directions and/or federal, state, tribal, and local laws, around fields that have been treated.  Follow restricted entry intervals.
Dispose of herbicide and herbicide containers in accordance with label directions and adhere to federal, state, tribal, and local regulations.
Read and follow label directions and maintain appropriate Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS).  MSDS and herbicide labels may be accessed on the Internet at: http://www.greenbook.net/
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Recordkeeping is a requirement of this practice. Records must include:
· Monitoring/Scouting dates and results
· Location and date of pest suppression (Pesticide Application Log or other)
· Location and date of IPM Prevention and Avoidance techniques implemented


Pesticide Application - Refer to attached Conservation Plan Map(s) for location of sensitive resources and setbacks.
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IPM Activities Record Sheet*


























*Recordkeeping is required for practice payment
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