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Definition
To create or manage plant succession to benefit desired wildlife using early successional habitat for all or a part of their life cycle.
Purpose
Proper management of upland early successional habitat management increases plant community diversity by increasing the vertical and horizontal plant structure and plant species diversity in the landscape.  Frequently, these important habitat types are under-represented in the landscape or are managed in such a way that it does not benefit wildlife. Habitat is improved by rotational management to create a diverse habitat matrix of grasslands, old fields, shrub lands and young forest land to benefit wildlife.  Mowing, bush-hogging or other mechanical management used will increase habitat value for featured wildlife and will be timed to avoid the primary reproductive season (April 15-August 1) of many wildlife species.  Food produced through creation of diverse upland early successional cover (e.g., grass, grass-like, forb, tree, shrub and/or vine) may include, but are not limited to:  insects, seeds, forage, woody browse, nectar, nuts and berries.
A diverse group of wildlife will benefit from creation and management of upland early successional habitat including pollinators, neotropical migrant and grassland birds, ruffed grouse, white-tailed deer, rabbits and hares, bats, and many others.  A number of the species directly benefited are declining in the Northeast due to loss of this habitat.  The plant and animal communities which use this type of habitat will also interact or serve as prey for species in the broader ecosystem.
Where used
Rotational upland early successional habitat management can be used in a variety of locations and situations.  Typically it is used in hayfields, fallow fields, old fields, shrub lands, lands reverting to forest and forest land.  The practice may also be used to create early successional habitat in the form of a transitional soft edge or ecotone between a field and forest land.
Operation and maintenance
The following actions shall be carried out to insure that this practice functions as intended throughout its expected life.  These actions include normal repetitive activities in the application and use of the practice (operation), and repair and upkeep of the practice (maintenance).
· Periodic disturbance will be incorporated into the management plan to ensure the intended purpose of this practice.
· Any use of fertilizers, pesticides and other chemicals to assure early successional management shall not compromise the intended purpose.
· Annually inspect and repair structural or vegetative components of this practice.
Specifications
Site-specific requirements are listed on the specifications sheet. Additional provisions may be entered on the job sketch sheet. Specifications are prepared in accordance with the ME NRCS Field Office Technical Guide. See practice standard Early Successional Habitat Development and Maintenance, code 647.
 (
Early Successional Habitat
)






Early Successional Habitat Development and Management
Specification Sheet
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	Management Goals/Objectives: 

	[bookmark: Text2]See Conservation plan



	Vegetation Management

	Fields
	Type of Management1
	Management Frequency2, 3
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	Notes (e.g., type of treatment and additional details as needed, refer to any attached NRCS technical notes, etc.):
     


1 – Any wildlife openings are to be 5 acres or less; unless approved by the NRCS State Office.
2 – The only time multiple treatments are allowed within a calendar year is to control invasive exotic plants.
3 – See conservation plan for recommended treatment year and month.

	Plantings1

	Site Preparation:
	     

	Field(s)
	Species or Mix
	Planting Stock
	Rate (no. or lbs)
\Units\ac.
	Planting Details (e.g., broadcast, drill to depth, spacing, etc.)
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	Notes (e.g., additional details as needed, refer to any attached NRCS technical notes, etc.):
     


1 – See conservation plan for recommended treatment year and month for plantings.  Specifications for tree and shrub plantings beneficial to wildlife are provided under the appropriate NRCS conservation practice standard (e.g., tree and shrub planting - code 612, hedgerow planting – code 422, etc.)
	Operation and Maintenance (required):
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	Recommended Conservation Measures (not required): 

	     

	     

	     


Other relevant information, complementary practices and measures, and additional as-built diagrams, planting specifications, etc., may be attached.
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:
a.	You have a copy of practice specifications and should understand their contents including the scope and location of the practice.  If not, get in contact with your NRCS Field Office.
b.	You must obtain all necessary permits and/or rights in advance of practice application, and must comply with all ordinances and laws pertaining to the application of this practice.
c.	No changes will be made in the installation of the job without prior concurrence of the NRCS.
d.	Maintenance of the installed work is necessary for proper performance during the life of the practice. The practice life is One (1) year.
RECORD OF COMPLETION AND CHECK OUT CERTIFICATION:
	Field # - Location
	Extent/Acres
	Date Completed
	Date Checked
	Remarks/Observations/As-built Info
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	Extent Certified:         Acres

	I have Job Approval Authority and I certify this practice as applied meets NRCS Standards and Specifications.   Signed: _________________________________________________________
	Date:
     

	Remarks:       
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