United States Department of Agriculture 
Natural Resources Conservation Service
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE PLAN

Structures for Wildlife (649)
Maine


At a minimum operation and maintenance lifespan of this NRCS practice is Five (5) years.  The life of this installation can be assured and usually increased by following a routine operation and maintenance program.

The operation and maintenance plan for this practice will requirement periodic inspection, monitoring and maintenance to provide satisfactory performance.  
Operation and Maintenance:
Nesting Structures

On an annual basis, boxes shall be maintained in good working condition. 

Material from the previous year’s nesting attempt (e.g., eggs, nesting material) shall be removed prior to the nesting season, and several inches of nesting material (e.g., wood chips, shavings, soft bedding material – do not use sawdust) should be added to boxes prior to the nesting season (March-early April).

Note: Wasps, bees and other wildlife may be using a nesting structure, so care should be taken when inspecting, maintaining, and cleaning out boxes.  Safety harnesses are recommended whenever working from heights, and the presence of an assistant is also recommended.
Brush Piles
Maintain brush pile cover by annually adding new limbs and branches.
Hi-visibility Fence Markers
Highly visible fence markers can reduce wildlife – fence collisions and resultant damage to both.  However, fence markers can be readily moved by the wind, thereby reducing their effectiveness.  Fence integrity, function and fence marker spacing need to be inspected, repaired and maintained on a monthly basis.
	· Other:      


Contact your local NRCS Service Center for technical assistance, as needed, for implementation of this operation and maintenance plan.
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