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Structures for Wildlife
Maine Conservation Practice Job Sheet                      ME-649
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Kestrel Box, Photo courtesy of Jeff Norment

Definition
A structure installed to replace or modify a missing or deficient wildlife habitat component.
Purpose
To provide structures, in proper amounts, locations and seasons to: 
· Enhance or sustain non-domesticated wildlife; or to modify existing structures that pose a hazard to wildlife.
Where used
This practice applies to all lands where a habitat inventory indicates structural habitat features are lacking or man-made structures pose a hazard to wildlife. Examples include:
· Provide loafing, escape, nesting, rearing, roosting, perching and/or basking habitat. 

· Modify existing structures to minimize the risks of injury or mortality to wildlife. Examples are the need to:

i. Retrofit an existing fence with high visibility fence markers, 

ii. Modify an existing fence by removing wire or adding wildlife-friendly wire at appropriate spacing, or 
iii. Modify an existing watering facility by installing escape ramps or removing obstacles that impede safe access to water.
Specifications
This conservation practice shall be designed and installed according to established 649 practice criteria and specification guide found in the NRCS Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG).  See practice standard Structures for Wildlife, code 649 in Section IV of the NRCS’ FOTG for Maine.
Target wildlife species to benefit from this practice must be identified, and site-specific practice requirements are provided on the attached specifications sheet.  Additional provisions may be added or amended to this job sheet, as needed.  
Additional requirements for successful design, installation and checkout of this practice are provided in practice 649’s Scope of Work, found in Maine NRCS’ FOTG under Section IV Conservation Practices/Structures for Wildlife.
Operation and maintenance
Five (5) years is the lifespan for practice standard Structures for Wildlife, code 649.  Required actions shall be carried out to insure that this practice functions as intended throughout its lifespan.  These actions include normal repetitive activities in the operation, repair and upkeep of the practice (maintenance).

Site specific operation and maintenance requirements are detailed in this practices’ Operation and Maintenance Plan (O& M Plan).  The O & M Plan can be found in Maine NRCS’ FOTG under Section IV Conservation Practices/Structures for Wildlife.  
Structures for Wildlife, code 649 – Specification Sheet

	For:       
	Farm #:       

	Field(s):       
	Tract #:       

	Designed By:       
	Approved By:       
Signature:

	Date:       
	Date:       


Purpose: Check resource concerns documented from the resource inventory

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Provide a structure to enhance or sustain wildlife habitat that that is currently in limited supply

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Modify an existing conservation structure that poses a hazard to wildlife


Client’s Wildlife Objective:
	     


Structure Type (List all target species):      
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Nesting Box (large, no pole)
	No.
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
	Native Bee Blocks
	No.
	     

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
	Nesting Box (large, pole)
	No.
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
	Native Bee Tube Clusters
	No.
	     

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
	Nesting Box (small, no pole)
	No.
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
	Nesting Platform
	No.
	     

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
	Nesting Box (small, pole)
	No.
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
	Basking Structure
	No.
	     

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
	Bat House (single chamber)
	No.
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
	Nesting Loafing Islands
	No.
	     

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
	Bat House (3-chamber)
	No.
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
	Wildlife Friendly Fence
	No.
	     

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
	Brush Pile
	No.
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
	Water Facility Escape Ramp
	No.
	     

	Other:       


Structure Location:  Provide a map or drawing of approximately where structures are planned to be installed.  If during installation the location of a structure is changed, an “as-built” location map will have to be developed.  GPS coordinates will be required when structure visibility is poor due to vegetation.
Spacing:                                    Height (as applicable):    Aspect (as applicable):

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Per Acre
	      ac.
	
	      ft
	
	     

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
	Linear Feet
	      ft
	
	      ft
	
	     

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
	Per Field
	      No.
	
	      ft
	
	     

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
	Other
	     
	
	      ft
	
	     


Attach the Statement of Work and Operation and Management Plan for practice 649, and designs, construction specifications and placement recommendations for the planned structure (e.g., wood duck next box design/specifications) or structural modifications needed to reduce hazards to target wildlife.
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:
a.
You have a copy of practice specifications and should understand their contents including the scope and location of the practice.  If not, get in contact with your NRCS Field Office.

b.
You must obtain all necessary permits and/or rights in advance of practice application, and must comply with all ordinances and laws pertaining to the application of this practice.

c.
No changes will be made in the installation of the job without prior concurrence of the NRCS.

d.
Maintenance of the installed work is necessary for proper performance during the life of the practice. The practice life is Five (5) years.
RECORD OF COMPLETION AND CHECK OUT CERTIFICATION:

	Field # - Location
	No. Certified
	Date Completed
	Date Checked
	Remarks/Observations/As-built Info.  If the location of structure is different than originally planned, the structures location shall be GPSed and downloaded to Cons Plan Map as an as-built.

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     


	Extent Certified:         Acres

	I have Job Approval Authority and I certify this practice as applied meets NRCS Standards and Specifications.   Signed: _________________________________________________________
	Date:

     

	Remarks:       
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