
Updated 

August 2010 Farm Machinery Operating Cost Estimates

Tractor HP Range

Total Cost 

($/hour)

17-24 52$               

25-34 57$               

35-49 84$               

50-64 100$             

65-89 111$             

90+ 132$             

Below are estimates of costs to operate various types of machinery that may be used to install some 

conservation practices.  The costs are broken out by tractor horsepower, and include average costs of 

implements.  Costs include fuel and oil, repair and maintenance, depreciation, labor, and overhead costs.  

Overhead costs include interest, insurance, and housing charges.  These estimates are based on the 1985 

Maine Farm Planning Guide, updated to current costs using Prices Paid Indexes from USDA National Agricultural 

Statistics Service.

These estimates include labor for operating machinery.  For work other than operating farm machinery or heavy 

equipment, use $18/hour.
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MDOT Equipment/Labor Rates with NRCS Adjustments Updated August 2010

Note:  For general labor not using farm machinery or heavy equipment, use $18 per hour.

NRCS 

Maximum 

($/hr) with 

Operator

$65

$77

$84

$96

$108

$74

$106

$23

NRCS 

Maximum 

($/hr) with 

Operator

$41

$46

$51

$55

$58

$61

$63

$65

$67

$69

$71

$73

$75

$77

$78

6 C.Y. H.W. II

EQUIPMENT

*Backhoe-Loader Combination (H.W. III)

   1.) Under 75 Horsepower

   2.) 75 Horsepower and up

PRIVATE TRUCKS

4 C.Y. H.W. II

5 C.Y. H.W. II

Add $2.00/hr. for four wheel drive

Power Graders (H.W. IV)

Body Capacity

15 C.Y. H.W. III

16 C.Y. H.W. III

17 C.Y. H.W. III

18 C.Y. H.W. III

11 C.Y. H.W. III

12 C.Y. H.W. III

13 C.Y. H.W. III

14 C.Y. H.W. III

7 C.Y. H.W. II

8 C.Y. H.W. II

9 C.Y. H.W. III

10 C.Y. H.W. III

   1.) Less than 21,000 G.V.W.

   2.) 21,000 to 29,999 G.V.W.

*Hydraulic Type Shovel or Backhoe(H.W.IV)

Chain Saw (H.W. I)

*Equipment with special attachments (hydraulic thumb, wrist-a-

twist, extenda boom, special buckets) shall receive an additional 

$1.25/hr.

   1.) 1/2 yd. Bucket

   2.) 5/8 yd. Bucket

   3.) 3/4 yd. Bucket
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MDOT Equipment/Labor Rates with NRCS Adjustments Updated August 2010

NRCS 

Maximum 

($/hr) with 

Operator

$42

$48

$60

$64

$69

$74

$78

$83

$87

$92

$98

BULLDOZER RATES

ENGINE 

HORSE 

POWER

MODEL (Example)

NRCS 

Maximum 

($/hr) with 

Operator

28-36 Case 310, 310E, 320,JD440, JD420C (H.W.III) $55

37-44 Case 350, 350C, JD1010,JD350, JD350C (H.W.III) $60

45-59 Case 450(Gas), 450(Diesel),JD2010, JD450, H3

(H.W.III)

$66

60-83

Case 750, 850, D3, D4, D4D, JD450B,C,D,E,& 

G, JD550, HD6A, HD6B, HD6E, HD9,TD8E, 

TD9, TD9B, D31-16

(H.W.IV) 

$77

84-106 Case 1150, D4H, D5, D5C,D6, D6A, D6B, TD14

(H.W.IV)

$90

107-140

D6C, D7, D7D, HD11B,HD11E, HD15, TD15, 

TD15C

(H.W.IV)

$108

Small Tractor Loaders (H.W. II)

FRONT END LOADER RATES (WHEEL 

MOUNTED) 

  3 C.Y. bucket (H.W. IV)

  Less than 1/2 CY. bucket

  1/2 C.Y. to less than 1 C.Y. bucket

4 Wheel Drive Tractor Loaders(articulated)

  1 C.Y. bucket (H.W. III)

  1 1/4 C.Y. bucket (H.W. III)

  1 1/2 C.Y. bucket (H.W. III)

  1 3/4 C.Y. bucket (H.W. IV)

  2 C.Y. bucket (H.W. IV)

  2 1/4 C.Y. bucket (H.W. IV)

  2 1/2 C.Y. bucket (H.W. IV)

  2 3/4 C.Y. bucket (H.W. IV)

3 of 3


