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ROOF RUNOFF STRUCTURE   
 
PRACTICE INTRODUCTION 
 

USDA, Natural Resources Conservation Service - practice code       

 
 
 
ROOF RUNOFF STRUCTURE  
A roof runoff structure is a facility for collecting, 
controlling, and disposing of runoff water from 
roofs. 
 
PRACTICE INFORMATION 
The purpose of this practice is to prevent roof 
runoff water from flowing across concentrated 
waste areas, barnyards, roads, and alleys.  The 
practice reduces pollution, flooding, and erosion. 
It also improves water quality, drainage, and the 
overall efficiency of a waste management 

system. The water from roof runoff can be stored 
and reused for cleaning and other purposes. The 
practice also reduces the volume requirements of 
lagoons and waste storage facilities, and reduces 
the volume of effluent water requiring treatment 
or land application. 
 
Additional information including design criteria 
and specifications for installing roof runoff 
structure facilities are filed in the local NRCS 
Field Office Technical Guide.

   

The following page identifies the conservation effects expected to occur when this practice is applied.  
These effects are subjective and somewhat dependent on variables such as climate, terrain, soil, etc.  
 Users are cautioned that these effects are estimates that may or may not apply to a specific site. 
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are subjective and somewhat dependent on variables such as climate, terrain, soil, etc.  All appropriate local, State, Tribal, and Federal permits and approvals are 
the responsibility of the landowners and are presumed to have been obtained.  All income changes are partially dependent upon market fluctuations which are 
independent of the conservation practices.  Users are cautioned that these effects are estimates that may or may not apply to a specific site. 

 

The diagram above identifies the effects expected to occur when this practice is applied according to NRCS practice standards and specifications.  These effects

 
 

1. Roof structure over waste storage facility, 
contaminated areas, composting facilities, etc.  

Roof Runoff Structure (558)  

I.3 (-) Contaminants, 
pathogens, sediments to 

receiving waters 

I.6 (+) Dissolved O2 in 
surface waters 

C.3 (+) Quality of surface 
waters and aquatic 

habitats 

I.4 (-) Noxious 
algal growth 

I.11 (+) Meeting 
water quality 

standards 

I.2 (+) 
Agribusiness 

C.1 (+) Biodiversity 

Initial Settings: AFO is 
established and wants to add 
a way to prevent roof runoff 
mixing with manure. 

D.2 (+) Collected water 
from roofs 

I.10 (+) Economic 
benefit to farmer 

Roof Runoff Structure Practice
10/8/2007 Start 

C.2 (+) Income stability 
(individuals & community) 

D.1 (-) Repair & 
maintenance of 

protected structures 

I.1 (+) Economic 
benefit to farmer I.7 (+) Infiltration 

I.8 (-) Soil erosion 

Pathway 
(+) increase; (-) decrease

LEGEND

#.  Created by practice 

D.  Direct effect 

I.  Indirect effect 

C.  Cumulative effect 

Mitigating practice or activity 

Associated practice

Effect on Atlantic salmon 


