
WIN-PST Exemption for Brush Management, Herbaceous Weed Control and Integrated Pest 
Management Using Specific Pesticides  

 
Background Information: 
 
NRCS Pest Management Policy GM-190, 404 B, 404.1 requires that when conservation planning includes 
pest management, risk assessments for probable treatment method(s) will be performed. 
 
When planning the following conservation practices, or other practices may involve the use of pesticides, 
Windows Pesticide Screening Tool (WIN-PST) Version 3.0 must run to determine the potential risk of any 
pesticides: 
 
Brush Management (Code 314) 
Herbaceous Weed Control (Code 315) 
Integrated Pest Management (Code 595) 
 
The Technical Service Provider (TSP) Foresters in Maine were polled to determine the most commonly-
used herbicides that they utilize for Brush Management.  The list we received was short.  A programmatic 
run of WIN-PST for the listed herbicides were performed.  The program assessed the chemicals as “Low” 
or “Very Low” risks to humans and fish.  Therefore, no mitigations are required when these practices are 
used. 
 
Exemption: 
 
To facilitate the use and planning of Brush Management (Code 314) and Herbaceous Weed Control 
(Code 315) practices by NRCS staff and/or a TSP, a “Blanket” WIN-PST Assessment will apply for the 
pesticides listed below, and the Plan is considered Exempt from needing an individual WIN-PST run. 
 

WIN-PST does not need to be run when the use of the following chemicals are planned: 
 

  Metsulfuron-methyl 
  Glyphosate 
  Imazapyr 
  Triethylamine triclopyr 
 
If utilizing this Blanket in lieu of running WIN-PST and/or planning of Integrated Pest Management (Code 
595), the Planner should note on the Brush Management (Code 314) practice or Herbaceous Weed 
Control (Code 315) practice Job Sheet which of the chemicals will be used. 
 
The use of any alternate or additional chemicals will require a WIN-PST Assessment by the Planner. 
 
A copy of this information and the WIN-PST printouts are located in eFOTG – Section IV – B. 
Conservation Practices under each individual folder: 
 
 Brush Management Conservation Practice (Code 314) 
  Brush Management WIN-PST Exemption. (Code 314).docx   
 
 Herbaceous Weed Control Conservation Practice (Code 315) 
  Herbaceous Weed Control WIN-PST Exemption (Code 315).docx  
 
 Integrated Pest Management Conservation Practice (Code 595) 
  Integrated Pest Management WIN-PST Exemption (Code 595) docx. 
 
If you have any questions, contact Alice Begin, NRCS Resource Conservationist at 207-990-9568 or 
email alice.begin@me.usda.gov  
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