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Definition 
Establishing and maintaining permanent vegetative cover. This practice applies on all lands needing permanent vegetative cover.  This practice does not apply to plantings for forage production or to critical area plantings.

Operation and Maintenance 

Mowing and harvest operations in perennial crop systems such as orchards, vineyards, berries and nursery stock shall be done in a manner which minimizes the generation of particulate matter.

If wildlife habitat enhancement is a purpose, maintenance practices and activities shall not disturb cover during the reproductive period for the desired species.  Exceptions should be considered for periodic burning or mowing when necessary to maintain the health of the plant community.

Maintenance measures must be adequate to control noxious weeds and other invasive species. 

To benefit insect food sources for grassland nesting birds, spraying or other control of noxious weeds shall be done on a “spot” basis to protect forbs and legumes that benefit native pollinators and other wildlife.











[bookmark: Text1][bookmark: _GoBack][bookmark: Text2]Landowner                   			Tract/Field(s)         

[bookmark: Text4][bookmark: Text3]Designed By:                         		Date:       

[bookmark: Text77][bookmark: Text78]Approved By:       			Date:       

Acres to be treated:      

	Purpose (check all that apply)

	[bookmark: Check1]       |_|     Reduce soil erosion and sedimentation
	[bookmark: Check4]|_|  Enhance wildlife and pollinator habitat

	[bookmark: Check2]|_|  Improve water quality
	[bookmark: Check5]|_|  Improve Soil Quality

	[bookmark: Check3]|_|  Manage plant pests 
	[bookmark: Check6]|_|  Improve air quality




FERTILITY: Apply lime and fertilizer as needed, according to Soils Test recommendations.

PLANTING:  Prepare a firm seedbed.  Plant seed ¼ to ½ inch deep.  If needed, refer to Pasture and Hayland Planting (512) Specification Guide.

Inoculant is needed for legumes – treat legume seed with appropriate strain of fresh Rhizobia inoculant shortly before planting.

SEEDING DATES:  Perform seeding of grasses and legumes only during the following time periods, in accordance with Maine NRCS guidelines: 
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov//references/public/ME/Code512SpecGuidenew.pdf 

	
[bookmark: Text6][bookmark: Text7]Spring - seed from          to       
[bookmark: Text8][bookmark: Text9]     Fall - seed from         to       




SEED MIXTURE AND RATE: Seed with the following mixture (rates are based on Pure Live Seed (pls) basis): 

	
Species                 Amount (lb/ac)

[bookmark: Text60][bookmark: Text61]                                           
[bookmark: Text62]                                         
[bookmark: Text22][bookmark: Text63]                             
[bookmark: Text64][bookmark: Text65]                               
        
[bookmark: Text28]Total Seeding Rate for  this mixture:        lbs/ac

[bookmark: Text29][bookmark: Text30][bookmark: Text31]Seeding Rate       lbs/ac  X        acres = Total pounds of seed mix needed:         lbs

Inoculant is needed for legumes – treat legume seed with appropriate strain of fresh Rhizobia inoculant shortly before planting.









	Woody Plant Materials Information - Refer to ME 612 Specification Guide Sheet for plants per acre and avg. spacing, and other details for establishment procedures. Refer to ME FOTG Section II or other ME technical references for plant species

	Field
	Ac
	Species/cultivars:
	Plants/acre:
	Total
No.
	Kind of 
stock1
	Planting dates:
	Avg. Spacing2:

	[bookmark: Text67]     
	[bookmark: Text68]     
	[bookmark: Text69]     
	[bookmark: Text70]     
	[bookmark: Text71]     
	[bookmark: Text72]     
	[bookmark: Text73]     
	[bookmark: Text74][bookmark: Text75]       ft X       ft  

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	      ft X       ft  

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	      ft X       ft  



1BAreroot, COntainer, CUtting; include size, caliper, height, and age as applicable. 2Spacing between plants to achieve plants/acre.

Plants/acre = 43,560 (ft2/ac) ÷ [Between-Row Spacing (ft) X In-Row Spacing (ft)

	Additional Specifications and Notes: 
See attached Conservation Plan Map for location of plant establishment.
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CHECK OUT AND PRACTICE CERTIFICATION

Date Completed: ______________________________     Extents Completed:_______               

Remarks: _____________________________________________________________

I have Job Approval Authority and certify that this practice as applied meets NRCS Standards and Specs.

Approved by:________________________________ Date:_____________________






The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs and marital or familial status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact the USDA Office of Communications (202) 720-2791.

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer.
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