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	See attached conservation plan map(s) showing location and layout of fields to be managed.

	Purpose:
	[bookmark: Check1]|_| Optimize yield and quality of forage
	[bookmark: Check4]|_| Use forage plant biomass as a soil nutrient uptake tool

	
	[bookmark: Check2]|_| Promote vigorous plant re-growth
	[bookmark: Check5]|_| Control insects, diseases and weeds

	
	[bookmark: Check3]|_| Manage for the desired species composition
	[bookmark: Check6]|_| Maintain and/or improve wildlife habitat
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	[bookmark: Check8]|_|  Honey Bee forage requires full season growth and bloom.  Harvest only after killing frost.
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	Late Harvest- refer to probability graphs
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	Wildlife habitat management
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	OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE

Before forage harvest, clear fields of debris that could damage machinery or if ingested by livestock lead to sickness or death.

Operate all forage harvesting equipment at the optimum settings and speeds to minimize loss of leaves.

To control forage plant diseases, insects, and movement of weeds, clean harvesting equipment after harvest and before storing.

Set shear-plate on forage chopper to the proper theoretical cut for the crop being harvested.  Keep knives well sharpened.  
Do not use re-cutters or screens unless forage moisture levels fall below recommended levels for optimum chopping action.

Follow all agricultural equipment manufacturers’ safety measures when operating forage harvesting equipment.

Regardless of silage/haylage storage method, ensure good compaction and an airtight seal to exclude oxygen and mold or bacterial formations.

Dispose of the plastic wrap or bags used to store forage in an environmentally sound manner.


	Job Approval, Design and Implementation Documentation

	I agree to install or implement Forage Harvest Management as designed and planned. I received a copy of this plan.  I will record my management activities and note any management changes as needed. 


	This practice has been planned and designed according to the MI NRCS Forage Harvest Management standard and specifications.

	Conservation Planner:

	

	Date:

	Copies of management records are included in the case file with this plan.  This practice was installed/implemented and maintained according to this plan.

	Designated Conservationist:

	


	Date:
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