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Invasive Plant Species List 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GUIDANCE 
 
An Executive Order on Invasive Species was issued 
February 3, 1999, “to prevent the introduction of 
invasive species and provide for their control and to 
minimize the economic, ecological, and human health 
impacts that invasive species cause.”  The Executive 
Order established an Invasive Species Council that  
developed a National Invasive Species Management 
Plan.   
 
Additionally, The NRCS General Manual, Title 190 – 
Ecological Sciences, Part 414 – Invasive Species, sets 
forth the NRCS policy and requirements regarding 
invasive species. 
 
This advisory list is published by USDA-NRCS 
Michigan to inform land users of potential risks 
associated with certain plant species known to exhibit 
invasive behavior and to provide guidance to NRCS 
Michigan staff.  The list is not regulatory in nature and 
does not prohibit the use of the plant species listed.  
However, NRCS Michigan will not recommend the 
use of plants on any of the following lists in any part 
of the state for conservation plantings.  NRCS-
Michigan should recommend the control/eradication of 
invasive plants if they cause or are likely to cause 
economic or environmental harm, or harm to human 
health. 
 
Note:  Michigan Department of Agriculture through 
Michigan law regulates the sale of certain plants 
identified as noxious weeds.  A complete listing of all 
prohibited and restricted weeds and the applicable laws 
regulating their use and sale may be found at the 
following website: 

 
http://www.michigan.gov/mda/0,1607,7-125-
1569_16993-11250--,00.html 
 

NRCS Michigan will not recommend the use of 
plants on the MDA noxious weeds list for 
conservation plantings. 
 
More information on invasive plant species may be 
obtained by visiting the Michigan Invasive Plant 
Council’s website: 
 

http://invasiveplantsmi.org/ 
 

The following regional invasive species lists have been 
adapted from “Meeting the Challenge of Invasive Plants: 
A Framework for Action” (Higman and Campbell, 
2009).  Each regional list is divided into 4 “Action 
Categories” as follows: 
 
A List Species: 
Medium to high threat; mostly isolated occurrences; 
treat wherever found. 
 
B List Species: 
Medium to high threat; mostly local - found in some 
areas but not others; designate areas for eradication, 
suppression or containment; may choose to control 
based on specific management goals and situations. 
 
C List Species: 
Medium to high threat; widespread; no action required; 
may choose to control based on specific management 
goals and situations. 
 
D List Species: 
More information required; may choose to control based 
on specific management goals and situations. 
 
The four Michigan regions, or “major ecoregions,” are 
defined in “Regional Landscape Ecosystems of 
Michigan, Minnesota, and Wisconsin: A Working Map 
and Classification.”  See Figure 1. 
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Southern Lower Peninsula 
A List Species 

amur cork-tree Phellodendron amurense 
black jetbead Rhodotypos scandens 
European frog-bit Hydrocharis morsus-ranae 
giant hogweed Heracleum mantegazzianum 
giant knotweed Polygonum sachalinensis 
hydrilla Hydrilla verticillata 
Japanese stilt grass Microstegium vimineum 
kudzu Pueraria lobata 
Norway maple Acer platanoides 
pale swallowwort Vincetoxicum rossicum 
black swallowwort Vincetoxicum nigrum 
reed mannagrass Glyceria maxima 
water-hyacinth Eichhornia crassipes 

B List Species 
baby’s breath Gypsophila paniculatus 
flowering rush Butomus umbellatus 
Japanese knotweed Polygonum cuspidatum 
leafy spurge Euphorbia esula 
Russian olive Elaeagnus angustifolia 
Scotch pine Pinus sylvestris 

C List Species 
amur honeysuckle Lonicera maackii 
autumn olive Elaeagnus umbellata 
Japanese barberry Berberis thunbergii 
Bell’s honeysuckle Lonicera Xbella 

black locust  Robinia pseudoacacia 
Canada thistle  Cirsium arvense 
common buckthorn Rhamnus cathartica 
curly pondweed Potamogeton crispus 
Eurasian water milfoil Myriophyllum spicatum 
European fly honeysuckle Lonicera xylosteum 
garlic mustard Alliaria petiolota 
glossy buckthorn Frangula alnus 
Japanese honeysuckle Lonicera japonica 
Morrow’s honeysuckle Lonicera morrowii 
multiflora rose Rosa multiflora 
Oriental bittersweet Celastrus orbiculata 
purple loosestrife Lythrum salicaria 
reed canary grass Phalaris arundinacea 
Phragmites, common reed Phragmites australis 
Scotch pine Pinus sylvestris 
spotted knapweed Centaurea maculosa 
Tartarian honeysuckle Lonicera tatarica 
tree-of-heaven Ailanthus altissima 
variable-leaf watermilfoil Myriophyllum heterophyllum 

D List Species 
black alder Alnus glutinosa 
highbush cranberry, 
European cranberrybush 

Viburnum opulus var. opulus 

lesser naiad Najas minor 

 
 

Northern Lower Peninsula 
A List Species 

amur honeysuckle Lonicera maackii 
black jetbead Rhodotypos scandens 
black swallowwort Vincetoxicum nigrum 
common buckthorn Rhamnus cathartica 
European frog-bit Hydrocharis morsus-ranae 
flowering rush Butomus umbellatus 
garlic mustard Alliaria petiolota 
giant hogweed Heracleum mantegazzianum 
giant knotweed Polygonum sachalinensis 
Japanese barberry Berberis thunbergii 
Japanese knotweed Polygonum cuspidatum 
Japanese stilt grass Microstegium vimineum 
leafy spurge Euphorbia esula 
multiflora rose Rosa multiflora 
Norway maple Acer platanoides 
Oriental bittersweet Celastrus orbiculata 
pale swallowwort Vincetoxicum rossicum 
privet Ligustrum obtusifolium 
reed mannagrass Glyceria maxima 
Russian olive Elaeagnus angustifolia 
swamp thistle Cirsium palustre 
 

tree-of-heaven Ailanthus altissima 
wild parsnip Pastinaca sativa 

B List Species 
autumn olive Elaeagnus umbellata 
baby’s breath Gypsophila paniculatus 
Bell’s honeysuckle, showy 
fly honeysuckle 

Lonicera ×bella [morrowii × 
tatarica] 

black locust Robinia pseudoacacia 
Canada thistle Cirsium arvense 
glossy buckthorn Frangula alnus  
Morrow’s honeysuckle Lonicera morrowii 
Phragmites, common reed Phragmites australis 
Scotch pine Pinus sylvestris 
Tartarian honeysuckle Lonicera tatarica 

C List Species 
common St. John’s-wort Hypericum perforatum 
curly pondweed Potamogeton crispus 
Eurasian watermilifoil Myriophyllum spicatum 
reed canary grass Phalaris arundinacea 
spotted knapweed Centaurea maculosa 
variable-leaf watermilfoil Myriophyllum heterophyllum 
 

 



 TECHNICAL GUIDE 
 SECTION II 
 State-Wide 
 Invasive Plant Species List-3 

USDA-NRCS-MICH                                            (Notice 228 - 5/2010)                                            Invasive Plant Species List 

Northern Lower Peninsula - continued. 
D List Species 

highbush cranberry, 
European cranberrybush 

Viburnum opulus var. opulus 

European water-clover Marsilea quadrifolia 
Japanese hedge-parsley Torilis japonica 
money-wort Lysimachia nummularia 
purple loosestrife Lythrum salicaria 

 
 

Eastern Upper Peninsula 
A List Species 

baby’s breat Gypsophila paniculata 
black locust  Robinia pseudoacacia 
common buckthorn Rhamnus cathartica 
garlic mustard Alliaria petiolota 
giant knotweed Polygonum sachalinensis 
glossy buckthorn Frangula alnus 
Japanese barberry Berberis thunbergii 
Japanese knotweed Polygonum cuspidatum 
leafy spurge Euphorbia esula 
multiflora rose Rosa multiflora 
Norway maple Acer platanoides 
privet Ligustrum obtusifolium 
purple loosestrife Lythrum salicaria 
common reed, phragmites Phragmites australis 
wild parsnip Pastinaca sativa 

B List Species 
amur honeysuckle Lonicera maackii 
autumn olive Elaeagnus umbellata 

European fly honeysuckle Lonicera xylosteum 
Morrow’s honeysuckle Lonicera morrowii 
Scotch pine Pinus sylvestris 
swamp thistle Cirsium palustre 
Tartarian honeysuckle Lonicera tatarica 

C List Species 
Canada thistle Cirsium arvense 
common St. John’s-wort Hypericum perforatum 
curly pondweed Potamogeton crispus 
Eurasian water milfoil Myriophyllum spicatum 
reed canary grass Phalaris arundinacea 
spotted knapweed Centaurea maculosa 
variable-leaf watermilfoil Myriophyllum heterophyllum 

D List Species 
Japanese hedge-parsley Torilis japonica 
highbush cranberry, 
European cranberrybush 

Viburnum opulus var. opulus 

moneywort Lysimachia nummularia 

 
 

Western Upper Peninsula 
A List Species 

amur honeysuckle Lonicera maackii 
baby’s breath Gypsophila paniculata 
black locust Robinia pseudoacacia 
common buckthorn Rhamnus cathartica 
flowering rush Butomus umbellatus 
common valerian Valeriana officinalis 
garlic mustard Alliaria petiolota 
giant hogweed Heracleum mantegazzianum 
giant knotweed Polygonum sachalinensis 
glossy buckthorn Frangula alnus 
Japanese barberry Berberis thunbergii 
Japanese knotweed Polygonum cuspidatum 
leafy spurge Euphorbia esula 
Morrow’s honeysuckle Lonicera morrowii 
multiflora rose Rosa multiflora 
Norway maple  Acer platanoides 
purple loosestrife Lythrum salicaria 
Phragmites, common reed Phragmites australis 

Scotch pine Pinus sylvestris 
Tartarian honeysuckle Lonicera tatarica 

B List Species 
autumn olive Elaeagnus umbellata 
swamp thistle Cirsium palustre 

C List Species 
Canada thistle Cirsium arvense 
common St. John’s-wort Hypericum perforatum 
curly pondweed Potamogeton crispus 
Eurasian water milfoil Myriophyllum spicatum 
reed canary grass Phalaris arundinacea 
spotted knapweed Centaurea maculosa 
variable-leaf watermilfoil Myriophyllum heterophyllum 

D List Species 
common tansy Tanacetum vulgaris 
Japanese hedge-parsley Torilis japonicus 
moneywort Lysimachia nummularia 
highbush cranberry, 
European cranberrybush 

Viburnum opulus var. opulus 
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