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TECHNICAL GUIDE 
NOTICE #171 (electronic) 
 
 
Purpose:  To transmit information regarding the electronic NRCS Field Office Technical 
Guide (eFOTG). 
 
Effective Date:  This notice is effective upon receipt. 
 
Notice of Changes: 
 
Section II:  The following new and/or updated technical materials have been placed in the 
eFOTG, Section II, Cultural Resources Information: 
 
1) NRCS/SHPO State Level Agreement (SLA).  The SLA outlines NRCS and State 

Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) cultural resource responsibilities and coordinated 
activities.  Starting in October 2003, all undertakings are subject to this agreement. 

 
Section II:  The following new and/or updated technical materials have been placed in the 
eFOTG, Section II, Water Quality and Quantity: 
 
1) Water Quality and Quantity Leaching Index for Nitrates (May 1989) is valid and 

has been included in the eFOTG.  All NRCS offices are to discard Section II, Water 
Quantity and Quality (green tab) divider and all contents in that subsection. 

 
2) Water Quality and Quantity Interpretations, Windows Pesticide Screening Tool 

(WIN-PST).  Both the pesticide data set and the Michigan soils data set need to be 
updated.  (Note:  You do not have to be logged onto your computer to update WIN-
PST data.  If you are not comfortable copying the new files onto your computer, 
please seek assistance from your IT support staff.) 

 
To update the pesticide data for WIN-PST: 
 
1. Go to the website:  http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/pestmgt/winpst.html. 
 
2. Go to “Pesticide data update for WIN-PST software (dated 1/5/2004),” find the 

hotlink to the FTP site. 
 
3. Download the update to WIN-PST’s pesticide properties subdirectory.  On most 

installations, the directory is:  c:\usda\win-pst\ppd. 
 
DIST:  All Holders of the Field Office Technical Guide 
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4. Right click on the downloaded file and choose “Extract to Here” from the menu. 
 
5. Choose to overwrite all files when prompted. 
 
To update the Michigan soil data for WIN-PST: 
 
1. Go to the website:  http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/pestmgt/winpst.html. 
 
2. Go to WIN-PST Soils and follow the instructions on how to download Michigan soils 

in WIN-PST.  This is the same procedure as the pesticide file download, except that 
the soils are found in the WIN-PST soils subdirectory:  c:\usda\win-pst\soils. 

 
3. Right click on the downloaded file and choose “Extract to Here” from the menu. 
 
4. If you receive a prompt asking if you want to overwrite all files, choose yes. 
 
Questions regarding the use of WIN-PST should be directed to Ruth Shaffer, Water Quality 
Specialist, on (517) 324-5239. 
 
Questions regarding these changes within the eFOTG should be directed to Gary 
Rinkenberger, Resource Conservationist, on (517) 324-5266. 
 
 
           /s/ 
 
RONALD C. WILLIAMS 
State Conservationist 
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