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TECHNICAL GUIDE 
NOTICE #236 (electronic) 
 
Purpose:  To transmit information regarding the electronic NRCS Field Office Technical Guide 
(eFOTG). 
 
Effective Date:  This notice is effective upon receipt. 
 
Notice of Changes 
 
 
SECTION I:  General Resource References 
 
Michigan Technical Notes 
 
Agronomy Technical Note #57, Conservation Planning Considerations for Nutrient 
Management in Organic Farming 
 
This technical note is for use in conservation planning for organic farming systems and for farms 
in transition to organic certification. 
 
Technical questions should be directed to Ruth Shaffer, Water Quality Specialist, at (517) 324-
5239. 

 
 

Economic Cost Data 
 
A copy of the payment schedule workbooks have been added to Conservation Program 
Contract Economics.  This is done to comply with Title 440 Conservation Program Contract 
Manual, Part 512, Subpart D. Posting the workbooks meet the requirement for transparency by 
making available to the public the process and data justification used by the agency to develop 
approved payment rates for program benefits.  In addition, this documentation provide clients 
and NRCS planners with current information for all potential costs associated with the cost basis 
used in the development of a program payment rate. 
 
Technical questions should be directed to June Moss, Agricultural Economist, at (517) 324-5280. 
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SECTION II:  Natural Resources Information 
 
Forestry Information 
 
In the Conservation Tree/Shrub Suitability Groups (CTSGs) folder, the CTSG Selection 
Tool  has been updated to include species-specific information about the likelihood of deer 
browse damage. 
 
Technical questions should be directed to Andy Henriksen, Forester, at (517) 324-5234. 
 
 
SECTION III:  Conservation Management Systems 
 
Conservation Activity Plans Technical Criteria 
 
Technical criteria have been updated for the following Conservation Activity Plans, to reflect 
changes in the national technical criteria: 
 Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan 
 Conservation Plan Supporting Organic Transition Plan 
 
Technical questions on the Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan technical criteria should 
be addressed to Betsy Dierberger, Grassland/Forage Specialist, at (517) 324-5265. 
 
Technical questions regarding the Conservation Plan Supporting Organic Transition Plan 
technical criteria should be directed to Ruth Shaffer, Water Quality Specialist, at (517) 324-5239. 
 
 
SECTION IV:  Practice Standards and Specifications 
 
Conservation Practices 
 
The new conservation practice standard Combustion System Improvement (372) and 
accompanying O&M Plan and Statement of Work  have been added to Michigan’s Field 
Office Technical Guide.   
 
Primary changes are as follows: 

• Adopted new national standard in its entirety with the exception of the Plans & 
Specifications and Operation & Maintenance sections.   Added standardized Michigan 
text for documentation requirements in Plans & Specifications section.  Moved national 
O&M items to NRCS-Michigan O&M Plan. 

• Developed new O&M Plan 
• Developed new Statement of Work 

 
Technical questions should be addressed to Steve Davis, State Conservation Engineer, at (517) 
324-5234. 
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The Recreation Area Improvement (562) conservation practice standard has been removed.  
Guidance for implementation of components of this practice is available through other Michigan 
conservation practice standards. 
 
Technical questions should be directed to Chris Reidy, State Biologist, at (517) 324-5267. 
 
 
Questions regarding eFOTG content management should be directed to Ruth Shaffer, Water 
Quality Specialist, at (517) 324-5239. 
 
 
/S/ 
 
JAMES G. SCOTT 
State Resource Conservationist 
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