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StartField Border (386) 

2. Cropland removed
from production

I.10 (+) Early 
successional wildlife 

habitat; habitat 
connectivity

D.3 (-) Velocity of 
runoff water

C.4 (+/-) Income and 
income stability  
(individuals and 

community) 

I.1 (-) Sediment and 
particulate contaminants 
(including pathogens) to 

sensitive areas

I.5 (+) 
Soil 

quality

Initial setting: Edges of cropland fields, or grazing lands 
where agronomic crops are grown and where a strip of 
permanent vegetation may be needed around the edge of 
the field for erosion control, equipment use, wildlife habitat, 
or other purposes  

I.15 (-) Potential 
income

I.14 (+/-) Net return 
to producer

1. Area of permanent
vegetation at edge(s) of field

C.1 (+) Quality of 
receiving waters 

I.6 (-) Greenhouse 
gas emissions 

D.6 (+) Wildlife food 
and cover

D.2 (+) Filtration 

I.4 (+) Biomass/ 
carbon 

sequestration

I.2 (-) Dissolved contaminants 
(including nutrients) to 

sensitive areas

I.12 (+) Biodiversity 

I.8 (+) 
Beneficial 

insects

C.2 (+) Habitat suitability, 
health for humans, and 

domestic and wild animals 

D.9 (-) Crop production 

D.10 (-) Airborne 
particulate matter 
(-) Chemical drift

D.5. (+) Turn 
rows for 

equipment

I.7 (-) Soil 
compaction

D.1 (-) 
Erosion

I.3 (+) 
Adsorption and 
transformation 
of pollutants 

D.4 (+) 
Vegetative 
production 

D.8 (-) Inputs 
(fertilizers, 
pesticides)

D.7 (+) Cost of 
installation and 
maintenance

I.9 (-) Pesticide use 

I.11 (+) 
Wildlife 

populations 
(species 
specific)

I.13 (+) 
Recreational 
opportunities

C.3 (+) Air quality of 
the airshed 

Pathway 

LEGEND

#.  Created by practice 

D.  Direct effect 

I.  Indirect effect 

C.  Cumulative effect 

Mitigating practice 

Associated practice

Notes: 
Effects are qualified with a plus 
(+) or minus (-).  These symbols 
indicate only an increase (+) or a 

decrease (-) in the effect upon 
the resource, not whether the 
effect is beneficial or adverse. 


