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  391 - Riparian Forest Buffer 
Implementation Requirements 

Landowner:  

Field Number/Planning Unit Name:

NRCS Review Only 

Designed By: Date: 

Approved By: Date: 

Landowner Objective(s), be specific:

Riparian forest buffers are applied on areas adjacent to permanent or 
intermittent streams, lakes, ponds, and wetlands.  They are not applied 
to stabilize stream banks or shorelines. 

The riparian forest buffer shall be positioned appropriately and designed 
to achieve sufficient width, length, vertical structure/density and 
connectivity to accomplish the intended purpose(s).

  Date:

Planner Name: 

The Practice Purpose(s):  (check all that apply)
Reduce excess amounts of sediment, organic material, nutrients and pesticides in surface runoff and reduce 
excess nutrients and other chemicals in shallow groundwater flow.

Create or improve riparian habitat and provide a source of detritus and large woody debris.

Create shade, lower, or maintain water temperatures to inprove habitat for aquatic organisms.

Restore riparian plant communites.

Reduce pesticide drift entering the water body.

Increase carbon storage in plant biomass and soils.



Layout – Attach map 
Water body/course type and name, other: 

Minimum buffer widths = shortest allowable width for designed buffer purpose. Maximum 
buffer widths = widest width needed for designed buffer purpose.   
Locate both Min. and Max. width areas on planned location map.  
Buffer Average Width (in feet): Minimum: Maximum: 

Specify left and/or right side of stream [facing upstream / 
downstream (circle appropriate one)] for a two-sided buffer; 
use left only for water bodies, such as lakes and ponds. 

Left Right 

Buffer Length (in feet): 
Left Right 

Total Acres: 
Notes: 

Additional location and layout requirements: 

Soils Information – Attach map and rating summaries from Web Soil Survey (Suitability and 
Limitations Categories: Site-Preparation-Surface, Site-Preparation-Deep, Soil Rutting Hazard 
and/or Erosion Hazard for off-road or off-trail).  Add rows as necessary. 
County: 
Soil Map Unit (SMU) or 
Symbol (MUSYM): Suitability and Limitations Category: Rating: 
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Method of Site Preparation: 

Chemical/Mecahnical (Follow the criteria in the standard Tree & Shrub site Preparation (490)) - 
Attach Job Sheet and note WINPST ratings are required when chemical site preparation is used.

Additional Notes:

Prescribed Burning (Follow the criteria in the standard Prescribed Burning (338) – Attach Job 
Sheet and burn plan.

Additional Notes:

Biological – Grazing (Follow the criteria in the standard Prescribed Grazing (528) – Attach Job 
Sheet and grazing plan.

Additional Notes:

Plant Selection:

Tree & Shrub plan (Follow the criteria in the standard Tree & Shrub Establishement (612) - 
Attach Job Sheet 

Supporting Practices (check all that apply, list others as needed) - Attach Job Sheets:

Filter Strips (393)

Forest Stand Improvement (666)

Nutrient Managment (590)

Critical Area Planting (342) Integrated Pest Management (595)

Prescribed Grazing (528)

Field Border (386)

Access Control (472)

Upland Wildlife Habitat Management (645)

Other(s), please list:

Additional Notes:
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OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE 

The riparian forest buffer will be inspected periodically and protected from adverse impacts such 
as excessive vehicular and pedestrian traffic, pest infestations, concentrated flows, pesticides, 
livestock or wildlife damage and fire.

Replacement of dead trees or shrubs and control of undesirable vegetative competition will be 
continued until the buffer is or will progress to, a fully functional condition. 

Additional Requirements: 
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Any manipulation of species composition, stand structure and stocking by cutting or killing 
selected trees and understory vegetation shall sustain the intended purpose(s).  Refer to the 
Standard Forest Stand Improvement, 666  

Control or exclusion of livestock and harmful wildlife shall continue. Refer to the standards 
Prescribed Grazing, 528 and /or Access Control, 472, as applicable. 

Fertilizers, pesticides and other chemicals used to maintain buffer function shall not impact 
water quality. 

Refer to the NRCS Conservation Practice Standards Prescribed Grazing, Code 528, and/or Use 
Exclusion, Code, 472, as applicable. Additional operation and maintenance requirements shall 
be developed on a site-specific basis to assure performance of the practice as intended.



Practice Specifications Approval and Completion Certification 

NRCS Review Only 
DESIGN INSTALLATION AND LAYOUT APPROVAL: 
Designed By: Date: Job Approval Authority (JAA): 

Approved By: Date: Job Approval Authority (JAA): 

LANDOWNER/OPERATOR ACKNOWLEDGES: 
a. They have received a copy of the specifications and understand the contents including the scope and

location of the practice. 
b. They have obtained all necessary permits and/or rights in advance of practice application, and will

comply with all ordinances and laws pertaining to the application of this practice. 
c. No changes will be made in the installation of the job without prior concurrence of the NRCS.
d. Maintenance of the installed work is necessary for proper performance during the life of the practice. The

practice life is ____________.

I have reviewed all specifications and agree to install as specified: 
Landowner/operator name 
(type or print): 
Landowner/operator Signature: Date: 

RECORD OF COMPLETION AND CHECK OUT CERTIFICATION: 
Treated Acres: Date Completed by Client: Date Certified: Approver’s Initials: 

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT: 
I certify that implementation of this conservation practice is complete, meets criteria for the stated 
purpose(s), and meets the NRCS conservation practice standard and specifications. 
NRCS Signature: Date: Job Approval Authority (JAA): 

Notes: 
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