490 - 1
490 - 

490 - 


Natural Resources Conservation Service

Conservation Practice Standard

Forest Site Preparation

 (Acre)

Code 490

DEFINITION

Altering site conditions by methods such as controlling or eliminating undesirable vegetation, removal of slash and debris, and mechanical disturbance of the soil. 

PURPOSE

· Encourage natural regeneration of desirable woody plants.

· Permit artificial establishment of woody plants. 

CONDITIONS WHERE PRACTICE APPLIES

On all lands where establishment of woody plants is desired.

CRITERIA

Criteria Applicable to All Purposes
· The method, intensity and timing of site preparation will match the limitations of the site, equipment, and the requirements of the desired woody species.

· An appropriate site preparation method will be chosen to protect any desirable vegetation. 

· Remaining slash and debris shall not create habitat for or harbor harmful levels of pests.

· Remaining slash and debris shall not hinder needed equipment operations or create an undue fire hazard.

· Erosion and/or runoff will be controlled.

· Soil compaction and displacement will be minimized.

· All chemicals will be applied in accordance with label guidelines.

· Comply with applicable laws and regulations, including the state's Best Management Practices (BMPs). 

Criteria For Grass or Sod

1. Mechanical Treatment

A. Equipment used may be a disk, plow or other suitable implement that will expose bare soil.

B. Not more than 50 percent of the surface will be disturbed over the area treated.

C. On sloping areas of 6 percent, overall operations will be done on the contour.

2. Chemical Treatment

A. Apply herbicide early enough before tree planting to allow herbicide to kill vegetation

B. Apply herbicide in bands 24-36 inches wide.  Space bands 6 to 10 feet apart. 

Criteria For Shrub and Brush Vegetation
1. Mechanical Treatment

A. Clear the area with a land clearing blade or other suitable equipment.  Follow-up with approved herbicide to regrowth as needed.

2. Chemical Treatment

A. Apply approved herbicide to base of stems or use foliar spray.

Criteria for Inadequately stocked Woodlands or Non-stocked Areas
Prepare site for natural seeding, direct seeding, or tree planting by mechanical means such as plowing, disking, dozing, prescribed burning, approved herbicides, or a combination of these methods. 
Site preparation should reduce plant competition and expose and mix mineral or organic soil.  For natural seeding, this operation should precede, or coincide with, time of seed dispersal or germination.

CONSIDERATIONS

· The site preparation method should be cost effective and protect cultural resources, wildlife habitat, water resources, and identified unique areas.

· Visual quality objectives should be considered when selecting site preparation methods.

· Anticipate possible off-site effects and modify the site preparation design accordingly.

· Consider personnel safety during site preparation activities.

PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS

Plans will address method of site preparation, species, and protection required for desirable woody plants.

Specifications for applying this practice and protection of the site shall be prepared and recorded using approved specification sheets, job sheets, technical notes, and narrative statements in the conservation plan, or other acceptable documentation.

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE

Operation and maintenance requirements are not applicable for this practice.

 Conservation practice standards are reviewed periodically, and updated if needed.  To obtain the current version of this standard, contact the Natural Resources Conservation Service.
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