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Definition
Wildlife Friendly Fences are constructed in a manner that reduces wildlife entanglement and mortality
and allow for free movement.

Purposes
Wildlife Friendly Fencing promotes safe movement of wildlife.

Conditions Where Practice Applies

On native and naturalized pastures, rangeland, wildlife lands, and other lands where fences control
livestock movement to achieve management goals.




Criteria

Wildlife friendly fence improves passage through the fence by either jumping or crawling and
be highly visible to prevent collision, entanglement, and fatalities.

The use of wildlife friendly fence will be focused along all know wildlife travel corridors and in
other areas where wildlife will be likely to travel sporadically.

1) Criteria for Improving Passage

Retrofit Existing Fence- create openings and crossings in existing fence to allow
wildlife access to food, water and shelter. Location and number of openings
required will be determined in consultation with a wildlife biologist. Methods used
include but are not limited to laydown fence, seasonal electric fence, adjustable
wire fence, underpass fence with raised wire, and poletop fence.

2) Criteria for Improving Visibility- Increase visibility of fencing using flagging, vinyl
markers, PVC pipe or other similar materials at known wildlife travel routes. The
materials will be suspended from the fence wires between the posts. A good
example of improving visibility for prairie grouse(prairie chickens and sage grouse)
can be found at: www.suttoncenterorg/pages/fence _marking_instructions.
Another good source of information is the criteria listed in the Montana Fish,
Wildlife & Parks Publication, A Landowner’s Guide to Wildlife Friendly Fences.
http://fwpiis.mt.gov/content/getltem.aspx?id=34461

3) Replace Woven Wire Fence — replace woven wire fence with stranded fence
spaced for passage by species of concern.

4) Criteria for building new fence-
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Maintain tension on high tensile fences

Design fence layout to avoid creating traps for wildlife

Avoid building fence in travel routes

If fence must be built in travel route, design so the fence can be laid down
or propped up during travel periods or with a design that allows for free
wildlife passage. Leave gates open when not in use for livestock.

Design fence so that both mature animals and young can pass through
Account for slope because increasing slope decreases the height of the
barrier that can be traversed by wildlife.

The distance between the top two wires of the fence will be > 12”

Bottom wire on the fence will be >18” off the ground

Put visible markers between fence posts at known wildlife travel routes.
Typical marker spacing is 3 feet.

White polywire will not need to be marked.

Avoid fencing through dense trees or clear an opening around the fence so
it is visible

Do not use woven wire fence.


http://www.suttoncenterorg/pages/fence_marking_instructions
http://fwpiis.mt.gov/content/getItem.aspx?id=34461

Considerations

A. Whenever possible remove old sections of fence that do not control livestock to
avoid getting wildlife tangled in them.

B. Seek guidance and review from local fish and game managers when developing
the conservation plan and fence plan.

C. Monitor fences to determine if wildlife objectives have been met.
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Leave gates open for wildlife passage when livestock are removed.




Wildlife Friendly Fence Plan

Client Contract #
County Location
Planner Date

| Species Protected \

Field/Paddock Type of Fence Length of Fence | Marker Wire Spacing
Name Type/Spacing if
applicable

Insert map page with this document to show location of planned fences. On the map include
locations of special accommodations to wildlife and location of travel routes if applicable.

Operations and Maintenance
Inspect fences periodically for damage and repair or replace as necessary. If exiting fence is
replace or new fence built, use the same design and wire spacing as the previous fence.

Client’s Acknowledgement Statement:

The Client acknowledges that they have received a copy of the Practice Implementation Guide
and understand the contents and requirements.

Accepted by: Date:




Certification Statement:
| certify that implementation of this conservation practice is complete, meets criteria for the stated
purpose(s), and meets the NRCS conservation practice standard and specifications.

X

Planner/Technical Service Provider

NRCS Review Only (include Job Approval Authority (JAA) on all signature lines):

Design and JAA by: Date:
Approved and JAA by: Date:
Reference

A Landowner’s Guide to Wildlife Friendly Fences. Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks, 2012
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