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Section 1


What is the Minnesota

Field Office Technical Guide

(FOTG)

The Minnesota Field Office Technical Guide (MN-FOTG) is the primary technical reference tool used in accomplishing the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) mission. The NRCS provides leadership in a partnership effort to help people conserve, maintain and improve our natural resources and environment.

The MN-FOTG contains technical reference material to be used when planning, designing, applying and maintaining conservation practices.

The MN-FOTG is housed in each NRCS field office and is localized so that it specifically applies to the geographic area.  It is a dynamic and flexible document that is regularly revised and updated, as needed, to reflect changing concerns and technology.

The MN-FOTG Provides:

· Interpretations of resource use and potential productivity within alternative levels of management intensity and conservation treatment.

· Technical information for achieving technical standards and landuser's objectives.

· Information for interdisciplinary planning for the wise use of soil, water, air, plant and animal resources

· Criteria to evaluate the adequacy of a candidate Resource Management System to meet quality standards for resource management.

· Standards and specifications for conservation practices.

· Information for evaluating the impacts and effects of conservation practices and systems.

The MN-FOTG Contains Five Sections:

· Section I - General Resource References.

Section I contains references and other information for use in understanding natural resources of the field office service area.  The reference lists, cost data, maps, erosion prediction models and other information are used in making general decisions about resource use and management systems.  

· Section II - Natural Resources Information.

Section II contains natural resource data, databases and interpretations.  Soils information, climatic data, cultural resources information, threatened and endangered species, ecological site descriptions, and forage suitability group descriptions are included in this section.

· Section III - Resource Management Systems and Quality Criteria.

This section provides information to assist the conservation planner in developing Resource Management Systems.  A Resource Management System is achieved when the locally established quality criteria for soil, water, air, plant, and animal resources are met.  The section contains sample Resource Management Systems that address resource concerns common to the field office.

This section also contains sample conservation systems to meet program specific criteria for those programs not requiring a RMS level of management.

· Section IV - Practice Standards and Specifications.

Section IV contains the conservation practice standards and specification guide sheets used in the field office.  Practice standards establish the acceptable quality for planning, designing, installing, operating and maintaining conservation practices.  Practice specifications prescribe the technical details needed for site-specific installation of a practice.

· Section V - Conservation Effects.

The Conservation Effects section assists the planner and land user to assess the impacts of conservation practices and systems.  It provides an indication of the expected outcome of installing practices in terms of solving resource problems and meeting social, cultural, and economic objectives.
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