
 

Landowner__________________________________________________________________ 

Tree drops involve the placement of coarse woody debris into the water of a lake to create or 
enhance natural reproduction and provide cover for fish. 

• The tree drop shall be placed entirely within the riparian’s zone of interest. 

• The tree drop must be placed solely for the purpose of fish habitat. 

• A deposit of sand, gravel, or stone may be associated with the placement of a tree drop 
provided the deposit is limited to the area immediately underneath or within one foot of the 
structure and is less than two cubic yards. 

• Dredging is not allowed for the placement of a tree drop. 

• Tree drops may only be placed in lakes. 

• Tree drops shall use live trees having a minimum diameter of 12 inches at the base. 

• Tree drops shall be securely anchored to the shore at intervals no less than 50 feet apart. 

• The tree drop may consist of one or more trees at each site. 

• Proper erosion control measures shall be used during installation, removed after work is 
complete, and any disturbed areas restored. 

• To protect fish habitat during spawning seasons, the tree drop may not be placed during 
the following time periods: 

a) For waters South of Hwy 210, April 1 through May 1. 

b) For waters North of Hwy 210, April 15 through May 15. 

• Contact the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources or other permitting entity for 
 applicable permits. On waters that require permits, all State and Local regulations will be 
 followed. 

Note: Local zoning ordinances may place restrictions on cutting trees in the shore land zone. The 
landowner is responsible for ensuring that their tree drop project is in compliance with any 
local zoning requirements. 

• As a minimum, the construction plan will include all of the data required for an approved tree 
drop permit. 

 
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large Print, audiotape, etc.) should contact 
USDA‘s Target Center at (202)-720-2600 (voice and TDD). 

 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write the USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Ave. 
SW. Washington D.C., 20250-9410, or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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LANDOWNER/OPERATOR ACKNOWLEDGES: 
a. They have received a copy of the specifications and understand the contents including the scope and

location of the practice. 
b. They have obtained all necessary permits and/or rights in advance of practice application, and will

comply with all ordinances and laws pertaining to the application of this practice. 
c. No changes will be made in the installation of the job without prior concurrence of the NRCS.
d. Maintenance of the installed work is necessary for proper performance during the life of the practice.

The practice life is ____________.

I have reviewed all specifications and agree to install as specified: 
Landowner/operator name and 
title (type or print): 

Landowner/operator Signature: Date: 

Landowner/operator name and 
title (type or print): 
Landowner/operator Signature: Date: 

NRCS Review Only 

DESIGN INSTALLATION AND LAYOUT APPROVAL: 
Designed By: Date: Job Approval Authority 

(JAA): 

Approved By: Date: Job Approval Authority 
(JAA): 

RECORD OF COMPLETION AND CHECK OUT CERTIFICATION: 
Treated Acres: Date Completed by Client: Date Certified: 

Certification Statement: 
I certify that implementation of this conservation practice is complete, meets criteria for the stated 
purpose(s), and meets the NRCS conservation practice standard and specifications. 

NRCS Signature: Date: Job Approval Authority (JAA): 

Practice Specifications Approval and Completion Certification 
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