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OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE PLAN 

STRUCTURE FOR WATER CONTROL 
CODE 587 

Landowner/Operator:  
 

Job Location  Sec:  T:  R:  
 

Prepared By:  Date:  

OVERVIEW 
 A properly operated and maintained structure for water control is an asset to the farm. The 
structure was designed and installed to control water stage, discharge, distribution, delivery, 
and/or direction of flow. Estimated life span of this installation is at least 20 years. The life of the 
structure can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out an effective 
operation and maintenance program.    

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS 
An effective operation and maintenance program includes: 

1. Maintain the width, height, and side slopes of soil berms and embankments. 

2. Periodically inspect control gates, valves and weirs for proper functioning and their ability 

to maintain the water level to design elevations.  Remove debris or flow blockages. 

3. Inspect metal surfaces for rust and other damage.  Especially inspect sections in contact 

with earthfill and/or other materials.  Repair or replace damaged sections and apply a 

protective covering. 

4. Investigate settlement or cracks in earthen sections to determine the cause and make all 

necessary repairs. 

5. Check concrete surfaces for accelerated weathering, spalling, settlement, alignment or 

cracks.  Repair damaged concrete. 

6. Check all rock riprap and erosion control matting sections for accelerated weathering 

and displacement of materials.  Replace to original shape and grade if necessary. 

7. Maintain vigorous growth of vegetative coverings.  This includes reseeding, fertilizing 

and application of herbicides when necessary.  Periodic mowing or short term grazing 

may also be needed to control height.  
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8. Drain structures when not being used.  Remove accumulated soil and debris and any 

blockage that may restrict capacity. 

9. If livestock are present, prevent access to components subject to damage by livestock. 

10. Repair any vandalism, vehicular, or livestock damage.    

11. Other: _________________________________________________________________ 
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