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CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS

INTRODUCTION

The function of the Natural Resources Conservation Service is to provide technical assistance to clients to develop and implement plans that will protect, conserve and enhance soil, water, air, and related plant and animal resources.  Conservation planning and application will be directed toward the implementation of resource management systems (RMS).  Planning to an RMS level, by meeting specific quality criteria is necessary to meet sustained use of all resources.  This section provides guidance for the development of resource management systems and other conservation management systems used when an RMS cannot be attained for specific reasons.  Also included in this section is a description of considerations important in conservation planning of soil, water, air and related plant and animal resources.

A Resource Management System (RMS) is a prescribed combination of conservation practices and management identified by land or water uses that, when implemented, prevents resource degradation and permits sustained use by meeting quality criteria established in this section for the treatment of soil, water, air, plant, and animal resources.

Where an RMS is not attainable during the present planning effort, the progressive planning approach in the National Planning Procedures Handbook 600.11(f) will be used to ultimately achieve planning and application of an RMS.  Progressive planning is a continuing process based on the client making decisions in stages on the use and treatment of the planning unit with the potential that all needed decisions will be made at some time in the future.  The rate of progress in planning depends on the client's level of understanding, commitment to resource improvement, and financial capability.

Conservation management systems planned with decisionmakers on highly erodible cropland (HEL) for compliance with the 1985 Food Security Act (FSA), the 1990 Food, Agriculture, Conservation and Trade Act (FACTA) and the 1996 Federal Agriculture Improvement and Reform Act (FAIRA) were developed using either Basic Conservation Systems (BCS) or Alternative Conservation Systems (ACS).  Criteria for these conservation compliance systems for cropland are contained in Section III-D of this document.

The five resources that must be considered for RMS's to be fully acceptable are:

1.
Soil

2.
Water

3.
Air

4.
Plants

5.
Animals

Each resource has several considerations important in conservation planning.  All resources do not necessarily apply to each land use with equal weights.  Only those identified as being applicable to a conservation management unit will be addressed.
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