Pasture Condition Scoresheet Information

Desirable Plants
Score

Range

Description
1
         
<20%

Species desirable for animal use <20% of stand.  Weedy and/or undesirable species dominate stand.  Example




undesirable species include dogfennel, horsenettle, nimblewill, crownbeard, goosegrass, buttercup, carpet-





grass, and broomsedge.

2

20-40%

Species desirable for animal use is 20-40% of stand.  Mostly weedy or undesirable species.
3

40-60%

Species desirable for animal use is 40-60% of stand.  Significant amount of less desirable species present.

4

60-80%

Species desirable for animal use is 60-80% of stand.  Some less desirable, but useful, species present.

Examples of useful, but less desirable species:  short common bermudagrass, broadleaf signalgrass, foxtails,

young pigweed, plaintains, dandelions, and lambsquarter.

    5

>80%

Species desirable for animal use exceed 80% of stand.
Plant Cover
Score

Range

Description
1
       <40% Canopy

Live stems and green leaves:  Canopy<40%:  Very high potential for runoff.  Photosynthetic leaf area very 




low.  New plantings of crops in drill row often leave soil exposed.

    2
     40-60% Canopy

Live stems and green leaves:  Canopy 40-60%.  Relatively high potential for runoff.

    3
     60-75% Canopy

Live stems and green leaves:  Canopy 60-75%.  Moderate runoff potential.

    4
     75-90% Canopy

Live stems and green leaves:  Canopy 75-90%.  Very little runoff potential.

    5
   90-100% Canopy

Live stems and green leaves:  Canopy 90-100%.  Very slow or no runoff flows.  Photosynthetic leaf area very 
                                                good.

Plant Diversity
Score

Range

Description
    1
         1 Species

One dominant forage species making up >75% of pasture.
    2
        2-5 Species

Two forage species making up more than 75% of pasture.

    3
         3 Species

At least 3 forage species (each 20% of DM wt.) from “cool” or “warm” seasonal growth group.

    4
        3-4 Species

Four forage species (each 20% of DM wt.) representing both “cool” and “warm” seasonal growth plants, with





at least one being a legume.  Intermixed well.

    5
        4-5 Species

Five forage species representing “cool” and “warm” season plants (each 20% of DM wt.) with at least one





legume.  Intermixed well.

Plant Residue
Score

Range

Description
    1
           0% Cover

No identifiable residue present on soil surface.  (newly converted pastures)
    2
      1-10% Cover

Ground Cover:  1-10% covered with dead leaves or stems.  Standing or Dead Forage:  15-25% of forage 

                                                                stand.

    3
    10-20% Cover

Ground Cover:  10-20% covered with dead residue.  Or, slight thatch buildup but <0.5 inch.  Standing Dead
                                                                Forage:  5-15% of forage stand.

    4
    20-30% Cover

Ground Cover:  20-30% covered with dead residue.  No thatch present.  Standing Dead Forage:  some but


                                                <5% of forage stand.

    5              30-70% Cover

Ground Cover:  30-70% covered with dead residue, but no thatch buildup.  Standing Dead Forage:  None





available to grazing animals.

Plant Vigor
Score

Range

Description
   1
         pH <4.5

3 or more tons of lime needed.  Very low P & K or very high P & K.
   2
        pH 4.6-5.0

2 tons of lime needed.  Low P & K, or low P very high K, or low K very high P, or optimum P very high K,





or very high P optimum K imbalance.

   3
       pH 5.1-5.5

1 ton of lime needed.  Low P optimum K; or low P high K; or optimum P low K or high P low K; high P 

high K.

   4
      pH 5.5-6.0

No lime needed.  Optimum P high K; or high P optimum K.
   5
      pH 6.0-6.5

No lime needed.  Optimum P and K.

Percent Legume
Score

Range

Description
   1
          <10 or >60%

<10% or greater than 60% of bloating legumes such as white clover.
   2

10-19%

10-19% legumes such as white clover, red clover, lespedeza, soybeans, vetch, and crimson clover.

   3

20-29%

20-29% legumes such as white clover, red clover, lespedeza, soybeans, vetch, and crimson clover.

   4

30-39%

30-39% legumes such as white clover, red clover, lespedeza, soybeans, vetch, and crimson clover.

   5

40-60%

40-60% legumes such as white clover, red clover, lespedeza, soybeans, vetch, and crimson clover.

Uniformity of Use
Score

Range

Description
   1
      >50% Patches                  
Spot grazing (ungrazed or slightly grazed area) is evident on more than 50% of the pasture.  Mosaic





pattern throughout or identifiable areas of pasture avoided.

   2
     25-50% Patches     
Spot grazed patches cover 25-50% of the pasture either in a mosaic pattern or obvious portion of





pasture not grazed very often.

   3
     10-25% Patches 

Spot grazed patches cover 10-25% of the pasture either in a mosaic pattern or obvious portion is





not grazed often.

   4
        Minor Spots

Spot grazed patches cover small percentage of pasture where isolated forage is rejected.  Most





ungrazed areas are results of urine and dung spots.

   5
 No Forage Rejection
Very few forage species have been rejected.  Ungrazed or under-grazed areas are directly





related to urine and dung spots.

Livestock Concentration Areas
Score

Range

Description
   1

>10%

Bare soil (as result of livestock lounging) and trails cover >10% of the pasture; or all areas convey





contaminated runoff directly into water channels, not ponds.

  2

5-10%

Bare soil (as result of livestock lounging) and trails cover 5-10% of pasture; most are close to water channels





and drain into them unbuffered by vegetation.

  3

<5%

Bare soil (as result of livestock lounging) and trails cover <5% of area and are found in very limited (two to




three) places.  Most do not drain unbuffered into water channels.

  4

Some

Some livestock trails and one or two small lounging sites present.  Drainage from these areas and trails are





filtered by good vegetation.

  5

None

Presence of livestock lounging areas or heavy use areas are found mainly around drinking water facilities





and/or the areas have been designed to prevent contaminated runoff into streams and drainage ways.

Soil Compaction
Score

Range

Description
1 Extensive livestock traffic patterns over large areas resulting in bare soil and high runoff.  Pushing a flag wire
into soil is very difficult.  Very limited root mass evident.

2 Livestock trails common throughout.  Off trail hoof prints common.  Hard to push flag wire past compacted

layers.  Slight evidence of root mass and surface sealing.

3 Slight resistance to soil flag wire penetration at one or more depths within top 4 inches.  Root mass is
marginally affected by animal traffic.

4 Almost no resistance to flag wire penetration into the soil.  Some scattered signs of livestock trails and hoof
prints, mainly confined to paths, lanes or small lounging areas.  Relatively good root mass in upper 4 inches.

5 No resistance to flag wire penetration into soil.  Very few signs of trails or hoof prints anywhere in pasture.

Erosion
Score

Range

Description
1
       Very Severe

Mass movement of soil, plants, and other debris; occurrence of landslides, debris avalanches, slumps, and




earth-flow, creep and debris torrents.  Found very hilly terrain.

2
          Severe

Gully(s) advancing upslope cutting longer channel(s).  Revegetation difficult without using constructed




structures & livestock exclusion, continuous gully(s) with many finger-like extensions into the hillside.

3
        Moderate

Gully(s) present with scattered active erosion, no vegetation at heavy use slopes and/or on bed below over-

falls.  New eroding channels present and new overfalls appearing along sides and bed of main channel.
 4
          Slight

One or more existing stable gullies present, vegetation covers gully bottom and slopes reasonably well; no 




visual signs of active cutting at gully head or sides.  Some soil moved in channel bottom.

5
   None Visible

No gullies; natural drainage ways are stable vegetated channels.
