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Natural Resources Conservation Service

Conservation Practice Standard

RECREATION AREA IMPROVEMENT

(Ac. )

Code 562

Definition

Establishing grasses, legumes, vines, shrubs, trees, or other plants or selectively reducing stand density and trimming woody plants to improve an area for recreation.

Purpose

To increase the attractiveness and usefulness of recreation areas and to protect the soil and plant resources.

Conditions where practice applies

On any area planned for recreation use.

considerations

Water quantity
· Effects on the water budget, especially on volumes and rates of runoff, infiltration, and transpiration.

Water quality
· Effects of erosion and the movement of sediment, pathogens, and soluble and sediment-attached substances could be carried by runoff.  Important factors are short-term changes caused by construction (sediments, fuels, oils, and other chemicals) compared to long-term changes caused by the same substances resulting from recreation activies.

· Effects of changes in ground water from infiltration soluble substances associated with vegetation management and recreation activities.

PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS

Site Preparation.  The area should be graded and smoothed to a uniform surface to establish grasses and legumes, and needed erosion control structures should be installed.  Preparation is not usually required when planting native vines, shrubs, or trees.

Seedbed Preparation.  A well pulverized and firm seedbed should be prepared to a depth of 4 to 6 inches for grasses and legumes.

Planting or Seeding.  Preferred adapted native species of vines, shrubs, or trees should be planted.  Preferred adapted grasses or legumes should be planted or seeding according to Table 2.

Fertilizer and Lime.  Fertilizer and lime should be applied according to the soil test for the plant species to be used and incorporated into top 3 inches of soil seedbed preparation.  

Management.  Weeds and brush should be controlled by use of chemicals and/or a mowing machine.  Plant species should be clipped and/or pruned for desired results without damage to plants.  Fertilize and lime should be applied according to Table 2 or as needed to keep grass and legume plants healthy and vigorous, but not enough to provide excessive growth.

Pruning and Thinning:

a.
Thinning.  Undesirable trees should be removed until the desired stand density and distribution are reached over the entire area.  Trees that add to enhancement of the area 


for recreation should be left, such as flowering fruit bearing species, rare species, etc.  Stumps shall be cut smooth to within 2 inches of ground level.

b.
Pruning.  Trees should be trimmed sufficiently and in such a manner to allow proper vision within the area and to allow for accessibility to the entire area by foot traffic.  Further pruning may be done to add to the aesthetic value of the site for recreation.



All pruning shall be done during the dormant season.  It shall conform to the standard of good orchard husbandry.


Native adapted vines, shrubs, or trees 2 to 3 feet in height usually need no site preparation other than dug pits large enough to accommodate the entire root system.

Table 1.  Vines, shrubs, or trees.  1/

                                                                            Light Required                                       Soil Adaptation

Vines:

Trumpet Creeper
Sun or Shade
Wide range but prefers moist

Sweetautumn Clematis
Sun or Shade
Wide range but roots prefer cool, moist area

Virginia Creeper
Sun or Shade
Well drained; grows more rapid on moist

Shrubs:

American Beautyberry
Sun or Shade
Moist fertile is best but will grow on dry

Gallberry
Sun or Shade
Wet to dry acid

Forsythia
Sun or Pt. Shade
Well drained

Yaupon Holly
Sun or Shade
Moist to dry sand

Trees.

Oak Spp.
Sun or Shade
Wide range

Pine Spp.
Sun or Pt.. Shade
Well drained

Eastern Redbud
Sun or Shade
Moist and fertile pH 6.5-7.5

Flowering Dogwood
Full Sun
Fertile, slightly accident and high in organic matter

Southern Crab Apple
Sun
Wide range

1/  This is only a partial listing of native adapted species which can be applied based on site specific conditions and intended direct or indirect use.

Table 2.  Grasses and legumes.

                                                                   Minimum                Seeding                 Planting                  Min. 1/

                                                                  Units/Acre                 Dates                 Depth (In.)              Fert. Req.

Perennials (require partial to full sun):




Bahiagrass
20 lbs
Mar-Jun
¼
65-65-65

Bermudagrass:

   Hybrid

   Common

White Clover
20,000 sprigs 2/

5 lbs

3 lbs
Mar-Jul

Mar-May

Sep-Nov 15
2-3

¼

¼
65-65-65

65-65-65

  0-80-80

Annuals:

  Red Clover (Biennial)

  Lespedea:

     Common

     Kobe

     Korean
10 lbs

30 lbs

30 lbs

30 lbs
Sep-Oct

Mar-May

Mar-May

Mar-May
¼

¼

¼

¼
0-60-60

0-60-60

0-60-60

0-60-60

1/  Fertilizer rates are pounds of actual N, P205, and K20, respectively.  Delta soil resource area use only nitrogen unless soil test shows a need for P205 or K20.

2/  Green clippings at the rate of 40 bu/ac or 1400 lbs can be substituted for sprigs.

Conservation practice standards are reviewed periodically and updated if needed.  To obtain the current version of this standard, contact the Natural Resources Conservation Service.
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