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Target: Kudzu Pueraria lobata     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Purpose: This practice is intended to control the encroachment of kudzu where 
damage is occurring on agricultural and forest land where it is reasonable to expect 
success if all recommendations are followed:  for example, a young stand of trees. 
 
Guidelines:  

1. Treatment shall conform to requirements described in the Mississippi State 
Program Handbooks for EQIP and WHIP.  In addition the NRCS Field Office 
Technical Guide (FOTG) standard and planning considerations for Pest 
Management (595) will be used.   

2. Specifications for this practice shall be prepared for each site.  Specifications are 
described in the Site Treatment Plan section.  

3. Treatment is not permitted inside the top bank of channels where kudzu is 
providing the primary protection of the side bank(s).  

4. Treatment is not permitted on severely eroded and gullied land where erosion  
may be reactivated if the kudzu is removed.  

5. A maintenance zone with a 12 foot minimum width to permit annual mowing or  
bush hogging between a source of kudzu and the control area will be created as 
described in the Site Treatment Plan unless the plans states it is not needed. 

6. When treating Kudzu infestations make sure that chemical is applied to all visible 
plants.  Multiple treatments may be required to suppress/control infestations of 
kudzu. 

7. Treatments must be applied during the growing season for this species.  
Recommended treatment should be applied late spring to mid-summer. Kudzu 
cannot be treated after October 31 or before March 1 when receiving financial 
assistance from NRCS conservation programs.   

 
 

For specific information on the characteristics, growth habits and control of Kudzu, refer to 
MSU- ES Publication: Weed Control Guidelines for Mississippi. 
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Site Treatment Plan 
           
Acres to be applied  Formulations   Description 

 
___________ac 

 (1) picloram + 2,4-D — 1-2 gal  
Tordon 101 or Grazon P+D 
mixture in 20 gal water 

Apply as foliage spray after full leaf 
expansion; repeat when regrowth appears. 
Will damage pines and hardwoods. 

 
___________ac 

 (2) dicamba + 2,4-D — 3 lb  
dicamba + 5.5 lb of 2,4-D in  
20 gal water. 

Note: Use for pine vs. hardwood. 

 
 

___________ac 

 (3) Escort XP or Cimarron —  
4 oz/Ac. 

 
**Pine timber crop** 

Can apply over/under pine. Apply after full 
leaf. Use with 1 quart of nonionic surfactant 
per 100 gallons of water. Will damage black 
cherry, cottonwood, winged elm, dogwood, 
and some other hardwoods 

 
___________ac 

 (4) Transline — 21 oz/Ac. 
 

**Hardwood timber crop** 

Can apply over or under pines. Can apply 
around hardwoods but may injure 
leguminous species. 

 
Pesticide/Herbicide labels have specific uses, application methods and rates.  
Follow all label directions carefully as specified.  Surfactants can be used and 
should be combined with the herbicide according to the label to increase 
effectiveness of treatment. 
 
Maintenance: The treated area will be visited annually by the participant or their 
representative between June 1 and June 30 to assess the need for spot herbicide 
treatment of living kudzu in the control zone. The 12’ wide maintenance zone will be 
mowed, bush hogged, or herbicide treated at least once per year between July 1 and 
July 30. Annual maintenance is required but is not cost shared.  
 
A maintenance zone will: (check one)  
___ NOT be required    
___ REQUIRE annual mowing or bush hogging  
___ REQUIRE annual herbicide spraying   
 
 
 

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases 

apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, 
large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). 

 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 14th and 

Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (Voice or TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer. 
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