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Plant Forage Preferences for Cattle and Sheep: 
Legend: P=Preferred D=Desirable U=Undesirable E=Emergency 
 N=Nonconsumed T=Toxic Blank=Unknown or no data 

 Winter (W) = Jan., Feb., March;  Spring (SP) = April, May, June;  
 Summer (SU) = July, Aug., Sept.;  Fall (F) = Oct., Nov., Dec. 
 

 Cattle Sheep 
PLANT NAME W SP SU F W SP SU F 

Green needlegrass P P P P P P P P
Western wheatgrass P D D P D D D D 
Thickspike wheatgrass P P P P P P P P 
Little bluestem P P P P U D D U 
Bluebunch wheatgrass P D P P D D D D 
Sideoats grama P P P P D D P D 
Needleandthread 1/ D D D D,T D D D D 
Sandberg bluegrass D D D D D D D D 
Threadleaf and Needleleaf sedge  D P P D D P D D 
Montana wheatgrass P P P P P P P P 
Prairie junegrass D D D D D P D D 
Plains muhly D D D D D D D D 
Blue grama D D D D D P P D 
Plains reedgrass D D D D U U U U 
Buffalograss D D D D D D D D 
Red and Fendler’s threeawn N U N N N U N N 
Tumblegrass N U N N N U N N 
Cheatgrass 2/ U D N N U P U U 
Black samson N D D D D P P D
Prairieclover spp. N D D D D D D D 
Dotted gayfeather N P P P D P D D 
Milkvetch spp. 3/ N D,T D,T D,T D,T P,T D,T D,T 
American vetch N P P D N P P D 
Prairie coneflower N D D D D D D D 
Wild onion N P P N N P P N 
Hood’s phlox N N N N U U U U 
Pussytoes spp. N N N N U U U U 
Wild parsley N D D U N D D U 
Green sagewort N N N N N N N N 
Scarlet globemallow N D D D N D D D 
Twogrooved poisonvetch N T T T N T T T 
White point loco N T T T T,N T,N T,N T,N 
Low larkspur N N,T N,T  N N D,T D,T N 
Death camas N T T  N N T T N 
Winterfat P P P P P D D P
Nuttall’s saltbush P P P P P P P P 
Prairie rose N N N N D D D D
Silver sagebrush D D D D D D D D 
Green and Rubber rabbitbrush U U U U U U U U 
Wyoming big sagebrush N N N N P D D P 
Rocky Mountain juniper N N N N U N N N 
Greasewood 4/ N N N,E N,E D U, T U D 
Fringed sagewort N N N N U U U U 
Yucca N N N N D D D D 
Broom snakeweed 5/ N N N U U U U U 
Plains pricklypear 6/ N N N N U U U U 

1/ The awns and sharp seeds of needleandthread                               5/   Broom snakeweed can be poisonous, but this is                
  can harm livestock when dry.                                                                not usually a problem in Montana because plants die              
2/ Not a native plant, but a common invader.                                             back in winter and do not have green leaves in early                    
3/ Some species of milkvetch are poisonous.                                             spring.                                                                          
4/   Can be toxic to sheep in spring if large quantities                             6/ The spines can be injurious to livestock. 
     are ingested. 


