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Natural Resources Conservation Service 
Federal Building, Room 443 
10 East Babcock 
Bozeman, MT 59715 

May 12, 2005 

TECHNICAL GUIDE NOTICE NO. 140 

Hard copies and tabs are being sent only to those offices listed on the following pages. 

This notice announces the posting of an updated Section I—General References and Section II— 
Natural Resources Information to the Montana eFOTG and some field offices’ FOTG.  These 
updates contain the issue of a new Rangeland Resource Unit map, an addition of Forage 
Suitability Groups (FSG) and updates to selected Ecological Site Descriptions (ESD). 

This update can be accessed on the Montana eFOTG website under Sections I—General 
References and Section II—Natural Resources Information of the FOTG.  You can access the 
Montana eFOTG site at http://my.nrcs.usda.gov or http://www.mt.nrcs.usda.gov. 

REMOVE INSERT 

FOTG, Section I—General References, Map, 

Rangeland Resource Units Map, dated July 
1993. 

FOTG, Section I—General References, Map, 

Rangeland Resource Units Map, dated May 
2005. 

FOTG, Section II—Natural Resources FOTG, Section II—Natural Resources 
Information 
FOTG, Section II—Natural Resources 

Endangered Species tab (and T&E 

Description tab. 

FOTG, Section II—Natural Resources 

Suitability Groups Introduction, dated April 
2005 directly behind II—Forage Suitability 
Groups tab. 

FOTG, Section II—Natural Resources 

Suitability Groups Introduction. 

FOTG, Section I—General References FOTG, Section I—General References 

Management Reference Maps, Montana Management Reference Maps, Montana 

Information 

Information, II—Forage Suitability Groups 
tab, to be inserted after the Threatened and 

information) and before the Ecological Site 

Information, Forage Suitability Groups, Forage 

Information, Forage Suitability Groups, 
MLRA 53A tab, inserted after Forage 

http://my.nrcs.usda.gov/
http://www.mt.nrcs.usda.gov/
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FOTG, Section II—Natural Resources 
Information, Forage Suitability Groups, 
Northern Dark Brown Glaciated Plains East, 
MLRA 53A, dated March 2005. 

FOTG, Section II—Natural Resources 
Information, Forage Suitability Groups, 
MLRA 54 tab, inserted after MLRA 53A FSG 
descriptions. 

FOTG, Section II—Natural Resources 
Information, Forage Suitability Groups, 
Rolling Soft Shale Plain, MLRA 54, dated 
June 2004. 

FOTG, Section II—Natural Resources 
Information, Forage Suitability Groups, 
MLRA 58D tab inserted after MLRA 54 FSG 
description. 

FOTG, Section II—Natural Resources 
Information, Forage Suitability Groups, 
Northern Rolling High Plains, Eastern Part, 
MLRA 58D, dated March 2005. 

Cross Reference for Montana MLRA and 
Rangeland Resource Unit (RRU) Names 
inserted immediately after the Section II— 
Ecological Site Description tab and use as 
reference when replacing old range sites with 
new Ecological Site Descriptions. 

FOTG, Section II—Natural Resources 
Information, Ecological Site Descriptions, 
Glaciated Plains, Central, MLRA 52XC tab, 
inserted after the last Ecological Site 
Description. 

Remove each of the old range site guides (dated 
August 1981) that have been replaced by the new 
ecological site descriptions (dated March 2005).  
Retain only the range site guides (August 1981) 
that are shown on the attached MLRA 52XC 
Legend until those are updated and place them 
alphabetically after the MLRA 52XC and the 
MLRA 52XN Tab. 

FOTG, Section II—Natural Resources 
Information, Ecological Site Descriptions, 
Glaciated Plains Central, MLRA 52XC, dated 
March 2005, including the alpha and numeric 
legends. 

FOTG, Section II—Natural Resources 
Information, Ecological Site Descriptions, 
Glaciated Plains North, MLRA 52XN tab. 
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Remove each of the old range site guides (dated 
August 1981) that have been replaced by the new 
ecological site descriptions (dated March 2005).  
Retain only the range site guides (August 1981) 
that are shown on the attached MLRA 52XN 
Legend until those are updated and place them 
alphabetically after the MLRA 52XC and the 
MLRA 52XN Tab legend until those are updated. 

FOTG, Section II—Natural Resources 
Information, Ecological Site Descriptions, 
Glaciated Plains North, MLRA 52XN, dated 
March 2005, including the alpha and numeric 
legends. 

FOTG, section II—Natural Resources 
Information, Ecological Site Descriptions, 
Glaciated Plains East, MLRA 53AE Tab. 

Remove each of the old range site guides (dated 
August 1981) that have been replaced by the new 
ecological site descriptions (dated March 2005).  
Retain only the range site guides (August 1981) 
that are shown on the attached MLRA 53AE 
Legend until those are updated and place them 
alphabetically after the MLRA 53AE tab until they 
are updated. 

FOTG, Section II—Natural Resources 
Information, Ecological Site Descriptions, 
Glaciated Plains East, MLRA 53AE, dated 
March 2005, including the alpha and numeric 
legends. 

FOTG, Section II—Natural Resources 
Information, Ecological Site Descriptions, 
Rolling Soft Shale Plain, MLRA 54 tab. 

FOTG, Section II—Natural Resources 
Information, Ecological Site Descriptions, 
Rolling Soft Shale Plain, MLRA 54, dated 
October 2003. 

The following table lists which field offices (counties) will be receiving a hard copy of the 
Forage Suitability Groups for MLRAs 53A, 58D, and 54. 

MLRA 53A MLRA 58D MLRA 54 
Plentywood (Sheridan) Ekalaka (Carter) Wibaux (Wibaux) 
Scobey (Daniels) Baker (Fallon) Sidney (Richland) 
Glasgow (Valley) Lower Yellowstone AO Glendive (Dawson) 
Culbertson (Roosevelt) Circle (McCone) 
Circle (McCone) Terry (Prairie) 
Sidney (Richland) Baker (Fallon) 
Glendive (Dawson) Lower Missouri AO 
Lower Missouri AO Lower Yellowstone AO 
Lower Yellowstone AO 
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The following table lists which field offices (counties) will be receiving hard copies of the 
Ecological Site Descriptions for MLRA 52XC, 53AE, and 52XN. 

MLRA 52XC MLRA 53AE MLRA 52XN MLRA 54 
Chinook (Blaine) Plentywood (Sheridan) Fort Benton (Chouteau) Wibaux (Wibaux) 
Malta (Phillips) Scobey (Daniels) Great Falls (Cascade) Sidney (Richland) 
Glasgow (Valley) Glasgow (Valley) Choteau (Teton) Glendive (Dawson) 
Culbertson (Roosevelt) Culbertson (Roosevelt) Conrad (Pondera) Circle (McCone) 
Circle (McCone) Sidney (Richland) Shelby (Toole) Baker (Fallon) 
Fort Benton (Chouteau) Circle (McCone) Chester (Liberty) Lower Yellowstone 

AO 
Havre (Hill) Glendive (Dawson) Havre (Hill) Lower Missouri AO 
Lower Missouri AO Lower Missouri AO Cut Bank (Glacier) Terry (Prairie) 

Lower Yellowstone AO Upper Missouri AO 

Please Note: Not all ESDs in a given MLRA have been updated yet.  You will need to retain and 
continue using the old range site guides if an updated ecological site description has not been 
provided here. For example, no updates to the Badlands 10-14” p.z. range site guide have been 
completed yet, so your FOTG should retain the old version of this (dated 1981).  All other range 
site guides that now have an ecological site description update (attached) should be replaced with 
the appropriate attachment. 

If you have any questions, please contact Loretta Metz, State Rangeland Management Specialist, at (406) 
587-6790, loretta.metz@mt.usda.gov; or Ronald Nadwornick, State Resource Conservationist, at (406) 
587-6998, ronald.nadwornick@mt.usda.gov. 

RONALD NADWORNICK 
State Resource Conservationist 

mailto:loretta.metz@mt.usda.gov
mailto:ronald.nadwornick@mt.usda.gov

