
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE MD-RES-528 
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE Worksheet 6b 
  (04-15-2005) 

WORKSHEET 6b 
PRESCRIBED GRAZING (CODE 528) 

FEED AND FORAGE BALANCE DOCUMENTATION 
 
Table 1 Animal Units (AU) 

Animal Type 
Animal Unit 

(AU) 
Dairy Milking Holstein 1.5 
Dairy Milking Jersey .90 
Cow dry .92 
Cattle 1 year old .6 
Cattle 2 year old .8 
Cow calf 1.0 
Bull mature 1.35 
Sheep mature .2 
Lamb 1year .15 
Goat mature .15 
Kid mature .1 
Horse mature 1.25 
Bison mature 1.0  

Table 2 Dry Matter Intake 
Livestock Intake Rate 

Lactating dairy 35 lbs 
Stocker cattle, dairy heifers 30 lbs 
Beef/cow/calf ,swine or horse 26 lbs 
Sheep, goats 37 lbs 

 
Table 3 Production  

Pasture 
Quality Tons/acre/year Pounds/acre/rotation 

Excellent 5.5 2200 
5.0 2000 
4.5 1800 
4.0 1600 

 

3.5 1200 
Fair 3.0 1200  

 
Animal Utilization 

Multiply Columns 2 x 3 x 4 x 5 = Column 6 
1 2 3 4 5 6 

Livestock Type Number of 
Animals 

Animal 
Units (AU) 

From 
Table 1 

DM intake 
from 

Table 2 

Days 
Grazed 

Total DM needed 
per year 

      
      
      

 
Production 

Multiply Columns 2 x 3 x 4 = Column 5 
1 2 3 4 5 

Pasture Field # Acres Pounds from Table 
3 

Number of times 
grazed per year 

Total Production 
per year 

     
     
     
     
     
     
 
Document Supplemental Feed provided below (1 lb grain = 2 lbs of hay minimum): 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Production and supplemental feed must be greater than demand. 


