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FORAGE AND BIOMASS PLANTING 
CODE 512 

Maryland Conservation Practice Implementation Requirements and Certification 

Cooperator Name County Planner Date 

Farm/Tract/Field(s) Program/Contract No. (if applicable) Amount Planned 

AC 

Purpose 
Improve or maintain livestock nutrition and/or 
health 

Provide or increase forage supply during periods 
of low forage production 

To improve soil and water quality 

Reduce soil erosion  

Produce feedstock for biofuel or energy production 

Description of Work 

Associated Practices (must be implemented in combination with this practice) 

Planting Type 

Pasture Hay Biomass Single species Mix 

Native Warm Season Grasses 

Legumes 

Other: ______________________________ 

Introduced Cool Season Grasses 

Introduced Cool Season Grasses with Legumes 

VEGETATION ESTABLISHMENT 
Site Preparation (Type and Timing) 

Planting Dates Establishment Should Occur By (Date) 

Seeding Depth Lime and Fertilizer 

Planting Method 

September 2014 
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Weed Control Measures During Establishment (Timing and Methods) 

 

SEEDING SPECIES OR MIX 

Certified seed must be used for all pasture and hay plantings. 

Location(s) Species and Cultivar Acres Seeding Rate Total Seed 
Quantity 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
  

 
Notify the NRCS or SCD office when the planting is completed. 

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE 

• Evaluate forage stands at least once each season to determine appropriate management inputs to 
achieve the desired purpose(s) of the planting. 

• Manage the desired vegetation to maintain the crop.  Management may consist of mowing, 
prescribed burning, mechanical harvesting, prescribed grazing, overseeding, nutrient management, 
pest management, or other actions as appropriate. 

• Control undesirable plants by mowing or by spraying with an appropriate herbicide.  Noxious weeds 
must be controlled according to state law. 

• Control insects and/or diseases when an infestation threatens stand survival.  Follow a pest 
management plan concerning the timing and methods of treatment. 

• Where wildlife is a concern, mow in a manner that provides escape routes for wildlife, as illustrated 
below. 

     

Edge-to-edge (left) or inside-to-
outside (right) mowing patterns 
provide escape routes for wildlife. 
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Additional Operations and Maintenance 

 

CERTIFICATION (FOR AGENCY USE ONLY) 
Supporting Documentation (for file) 

Map showing practice location  

Planning Certification 
This practice was planned according to NRCS standards and 
specifications.  

Implementation Certification 
This practice was applied according to NRCS standards and 
specifications. 

Job Class: __________________ Amount: _______________ Date: _____________ 

________________________________ ___________ 
Signature by individual with appropriate JAA Date 

________________________________ __________ 
Signature by individual with appropriate JAA Date 

Reporting Checklist 

CPA-06 Notes 

File copy of completed IR sheet  

Seed tags/seed certification 

Report in Toolkit 

Other reporting tools (optional) 
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