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Minimum field border widths are based on local design 
criteria specific to the purpose or purposes for installing the 
practice. Field borders consist of adapted species of 
permanent grass, legumes, and/or shrubs. Native species 
are desirable. Field borders are more effective and provide 
more environmental benefits when planted around the 
entire field. Plants that attract beneficial insects can 
increase the population of beneficial insects that prey on 
harmful ones.Photo credit: Dr. L.W. Burger, Jr., Mississippi 
State University 
 
DEFINITION 

A strip of permanent vegetation established at 
the edge or around the perimeter of a field. 

PURPOSE 

 Reduce erosion from wind and water. 
 Soil and water quality protection. 
 Management of harmful insect populations. 
 Provide wildlife food and cover. 

CRITERIA 

General Criteria Applicable to All Purposes 

The field borders will be established to adapted 
species of permanent grass, legumes, and/or 
shrubs.  Species selected must be compatible 
with planned purposes. 

Minimum field border widths shall be 10 feet.  
This width should be adjusted upward to meet 
the specific purpose(s) of the practice, 

equipment needs, or other site-specific 
requirements. 

Field borders will be established around the field 
edges of cropland or where agronomic crops are 
grown to the extent needed to meet the 
resource needs and producer objectives. 

Ephemeral gullies and rills present in the 
planned border area will be smoothed as part of 
seedbed preparation. 

Vegetation selection and establishment shall be 
in accordance with the NRCS-NC Plant 
Establishment Guide or Upland Wildlife Habitat 
Management (645), Appendix 1. 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Plans and specifications are prepared in 
accordance with the Field Border NC NRCS 
Practice Standard (386) and shall desribe the 
requirements for applying the practice to 
achieve its intended uses.  This plan is attached 
or will be received 
________________________________. Do not 
begin construction without NRCS or District 
approval.  

CONSIDERATIONS 

In nutrient-sensitive areas, consider placing field 
borders along ditches and watercourses. 

Consider that field borders can be used to assist 
a producer in complying with required field 
setback distances applicable for manure and 
chemical applications. 

Consider wildlife enhancement and other 
benefits of native or volunteer plants during 
planning.  Native species should be used when 
feasible and meet producer objectives. 

Consider overseeding the border with legumes 
for plant diversity and wildlife benefits. 

Consider that waterbars or berms may be 
needed to breakup or redirect concentrated 
water flows within the borders.  Surface shaping 
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may be needed to provide row runoff entry and 
prevent or eliminate standing water. 

Consider plants tolerant to sediment deposition 
and chemicals planned for application. 

For additional considerations, refer to NC 
Standard for Field Border (386). 

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE 

Inspect and repair field borders after storms to 
fill in gullies, remove sediment, reseed disturbed 
areas, and take other measures to ensure the 
effectiveness of the border.  

If possible, mow and harvest field border 
vegetation during non-critical times for wildlife to 
encourage dense vegetation growth. 

Shut off sprayers and raise tillage equipment to 
avoid damage to field borders. 

Provide spot treatment to control invading 
woody plants. 
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Landowner ____________________________________  Farm #__________ 

Tract # _______________  Field # ______________ 
 
 
Purpose (check all that apply) 

 Reduce erosion from wind and water  Management of harmful insect populations 
 Soil and water quality protection  Provide wildlife food and cover 

 

Layout 
Field 
border 1 

Field 
border 2 

Field 
border 3 

Field 
border 4 

Border width (feet)     

Border length along edge of field (feet)     

Area (acres)     

Slope (%)     

Species #1     

Species #2     

Species #3     

Species #4     

Seeding rate (pure live seed – lbs/acre)     

Lime (tons/acre)     

N (lbs/acre)     

P2O5 (lbs/acre)     

K2O (lbs/acre)     
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Site Preparation 
Where amendments can be incorporated and soils are reasonably uniform, lime and fertilize 
according to soil test.  In the absence of a soil test, apply 2 tons finely ground dolomitic 
limestone per acre (92 pounds per 1,000 square feet) and 500 to 800 pounds of 20% 
superphosphate or equivalent per acre (12 to 18 pounds per 1,000 square feet). 
 
 
 
 
Planting Method 
Drill grass and legume seed _______ inches deep uniformly over area. Establish vegetation 
according to the specified seeding rate. If necessary, mulch newly seeded area with ________ 
tons per acre of mulch material. A small grain crop may be needed as a companion crop at the 
rate of ________ pounds per acre (clip or harvest before it heads out). Additional requirements: 
 
 
 
 
Operation and Maintenance 
Maintain original width and length of field border(s). Harvest, mow, reseed, and fertilize as 
necessary to maintain plant density and vigorous plant growth. Inspect after major storms, 
remove trapped sediment, and repair eroding areas. Shut off pesticide sprayers when turning on 
a field border.  
 
Additional operations and maintenance requirements specific to this plan: 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
LANDOWNER’S/OPERATOR’S ACKNOWLEDGEMENT:  

The landowner/operator acknowledges that: 

a. He/she has received a copy of the drawings and specifications, and that he/she has an 
understanding of the contents, and the requirements. 

b. He/she has obtained all the necessary permits and rights to comply with all ordinances and 
laws pertaining to this installation, including the North Carolina Forest Practice Guidelines. 

c. No changes will be made in the installation of the job without prior concurrence of the 
NRCS. 

d. Maintenance of the installed work is necessary for proper performance during the project 
life. 

Cooperator _____________________________________  Date ______________ 

Planner ________________________________________  Date ______________ 

I certify that the above practice has been installed in accordance with this job sheet and that the 
practice meets NRCS Practice Standards and Specifications. 

NRCS Planner __________________________________  Date ______________ 
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