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Threatened & Endangered Species 
 
 
The Natural Resources Conservation Service personnel are expected to utilize information 
about protected species and their habitats when completing an Inventory of Planning Area 
(benchmark inventory), Environmental Evaluation Worksheets (NRCS-CPA-52) and Damage 
Survey Reports (DSRs) in order to fulfill the agency’s mission and to comply with the 
Endangered Species Act. 
 
Lists of federally recognized endangered, threatened, and candidate species and their critical 
habitats occurring in North Carolina are maintained by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS) 
and the North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission.  Field personnel will obtain current 
county lists of federally listed species, maps indicating observed range, species descriptions, 
and general habitat requirements by obtaining Fact Sheets developed by USFWS by following 
the following directions: 
 
NRCS Field Offices serviced by Raleigh Ecological Services Field Office (USFWS) 

1. Go to http://www.fws.gov/raleigh/es_tes.html. 
2. Click on County List hyperlink. 
3. Choose county(s) in work unit from the interactive map or from text at bottom of page. 

 
NRCS Field Offices serviced by Asheville Ecological Services Field Office (USFWS) 

1. Go to http://www.fws.gov/asheville/. 
2. Choose the Federally threatened or endangered species by North Carolina county link 

under the Species and Laws section. 
3. Choose county(s) in work unit from the interactive map or from text at bottom of page. 

 
Additionally, the NC Natural Heritage Program website provides lists by county of the rare plant 
and animal species, exemplary natural communities, and special animal habitats that have been 
observed in the state.  NRCS personnel can obtain a current list of rare and protected species, 
maps indicating observed range, species descriptions, and general habitat requirements by 
following the following directions: 
 

Go to http://www.ncnhp.org/web/nhp and utilize the “Data Services” tools listed below:  

1. Map Viewer provides information on Natural Heritage Program data within 2 miles of 
user-selected locations. 

2. The Database Search summarizes Natural Heritage Program data by county, topo map, 
or statewide. 

 
NOTE - Lists generated from these sources are NOT a definitive record of all the 
occurrences of rare species in the state.  Absence of a species from a list does not verify the 
species’ absence- it only means the species has not been observed in the area of interest.  
The list should not over rule field observation. 
 
In addition to the sources listed above, NRCS personnel have access to GIS data, including 
identified12-Digit HUCs, containing federally listed T&E species.  For 12-Digit HUCs containing 
federally listed T&E species, use the “12-digit_HUCs-Fed_E-T” shapefile at 
\\geodata\ecological\.  Planners should utilize all available resources when considering impacts 
of management on listed species and their habitat during the planning process.   
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