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Fuel Break 
North Carolina Practice Job Sheet 383 

Prepared for:  
Prepared by:  

Farm:  Tract:  Date:  

DEFINITION, PURPOSE AND APPLICATION 
A fuel break is a strip or block of land where vegetation 
and debris have been reduced, removed and/or modified 
to control and diminish the spread of fire.  Fuel breaks are 
usually applied on forest land to protect a stand of trees 
from wildfire and facilitate prescribed burning; OR, along 
an urban “wildland” interface to protect houses or other 
structures.  Fuel breaks are often planned in conjunction 
with firebreaks and included in forest management plans 
and prescribed burning plans. 

 
FUELBREAK SPECIFICATIONS 
Purpose  
Fuel break is designed to control and/or reduce fire risk to (select all that apply):   

  Protect Forestland   

  Facilitate Prescribed Burning and Management   

  Protect Structures along an urban “wildland” interface 

  Other (specify) ____________________________________________________ 
Layout, Dimensions, Construction Information  

***Construction and installation must comply with all applicable federal, state and local laws.*** 
 Fuel break requirements are specified in a Forest Management Plan or in a Prescribed Burn Plan 
prepared by a professional with appropriate certification in NC?   

           Name/date of plan:  _____________________________________________________ 

 Fuel break is designed to function in concert with an adjacent firebreak (if checked, firebreak must be 
installed and maintained as designed and specified). 

Planned Length:  ______feet   Average width:  ______feet       Planned Extent:  _______acres 

Location:       See Conservation Plan Map       OR        See Attached Map or Drawing   

Equipment Required:  _________________________________________________________ 
Overstory Treatment (thin to reduce potential for crown fire)  

 
 

 
 
 
Midstory Treatment (remove ladder fuels to prevent vertical fire movement)  
 

 
 
Ground Treatment (reduce flammable debris, or introduce fire-resistant ground 
cover) 
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Additional Specifications and Considerations: 
• For protection of tree stands and structures, locate fuel breaks along ridgelines and orient 

perpendicular to prevailing winds. 
• Connect fuel break(s) to natural or artificial fire barriers such as rivers, creeks, rock outcrops, wet 

meadows, roads, or areas with low fuel loads/cover or flammability.   
• Favor locations that are linked to road systems to facilitate fire-fighting access. 
• Feather (thin in gradually decreasing increments) the edges of the fuel break(s) into adjacent 

protected areas for aesthetic purposes as desired. 
• Natural clumping or grouping of trees within the fuel break area may be retained for wildlife 

purposes as long as crown spacing requirements outside the clump/group are met.   
• Where vertical separation cannot be consistently achieved, remove part of the overstory and/or 

understory fuel layer to maintain the minimum separation.  *Trees and shrubs may also be 
cleared completely in places.* 

Operation and Maintenance 
Inspect fuel break frequently to assure the desired level of fire protection by: 

• Managing excess flammable ground litter/debris or plant vegetation by raking, mowing, 
prescribed burning, etc. 

• Managing ladder fuels in the forest mid-story by pruning or other methods. 
• Maintaining adequate spacing of tree crowns by thinning as needed. 

Control encroachment of undesired plants and insects. 

Certifications 

Job Sheet 
Prepared by:   Date:   

Job Approval:   Date:   

Installation 

Meets NRCS standards and specifications?        YES          NO Date:   
Certification by:   

Notes: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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