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Prescribed Burning Information Guide 

This is a guide for NRCS Landowners/Clients, Program Contract Participants, 3rd Party Technical 
Service Providers, and Prescribed Burning Vendors/Contractors to assist in successful planning and 
execution of Prescribed Burning (NRCS Practice Code 338). 
Communication and collaboration of the following individuals is required.   

o Landowner or Landowner’s agent - The landowner/agent must convey the prescribed 
burn purpose to their affiliated certified burner; there may be requirements designated in 
the conservation plan/ contract specifying when/how a burn is to be scheduled or 
completed. 

o Certified Burner (burn plan) – A individual, certified as a prescribed burner by the 
North Carolina Division of Forest Resources (NCDFR), must prepare a burn plan for 
prescribed burns.  The burn plan should identify the landowner’s purposes/objectives as 
well as required conditions for the burn.  Burn plans must be submitted to NRCS prior to 
conducting the burn for review of purposes/objectives. 

o Certified Burner (burn boss) – A certified prescribed burner that is in charge of 
executing the prescribed burn on the ground.  The burn boss may be the same certified 
burner that prepares the burn plan. 

Certain documentation MUST be submitted to NRCS by the landowner/agent after a burn is 
completed in order to certify that Prescribed Burning meets North Carolina NRCS Practice 338 
standards; and, can be approved for Program Cost Share payment if applicable.  This 
documentation is listed below: 

1)  A copy of the written Prescribed Burning Plan prepared on NCDFR Form 4210-1.  An alternate 
format that contains the information designated on NCDFR Form 4210-1 may be used.  (Burn 
Plan Parts specified below refer to NCDFR Form 4210-1). 

 A map designating firebreak (and fuel break) location and burn area must accompany the burn 
plan.  The map can show both planned and installed practice extents, but the actual area burned 
and location of installed firebreaks (and fuel breaks) must be clear.  

 The Parts 1 & 2 of the burn plan must be prepared, approved, and signed by a NC Certified Burner 
(certification number required). 

 Parts 3-5 of the prescribed burn plan must be filled out by the Burn Boss for the burn.  The Burn 
Boss may be the same person that prepares Parts 1 & 2 of the burn plan.   

 Part 6 may be completed and signed by the Burn Boss or a NC certified burner.  Part 6 should 
indicate ACTUAL acres burned.  If installed firebreaks (feet) or fuel breaks (acres) differ 
significantly from initial estimates this should be a noted observation.  

***NOTE:  A landowner may execute a prescribed burn (up to 50 acres) on land that they own; in this case the 
landowner MAY complete Part 3-6 

2) A Copy of the appropriate NC Open Burning Permit required for the prescribed burn. 

3) Optionally, an invoice/bill for completed prescribed burning and firebreaks (fuel breaks if 
required). 

Additional documentation requirements for certified Technical Service Providers (TSP) 

Completed and signed Warranty of Technical Services Provided form. 

Invoice/bill to contract participant for Technical Services provided (must include itemized design and 
checkout charges). 
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These deliverables apply to this individual practice.  For other planned practice deliverables, refer to those 
specific Statements of Work. 

DESIGN 
Deliverables 

1. Design documents that comply with the purpose of the practice selected by the decision-maker and the applicable 
criteria in the NRCS practice standard and are compatible with other planned and applied practices. 

a. Practice purpose(s) as identified in the conservation plan. 
b. List of required permits to be obtained by the client. 
c. Practice standard criteria-related computations and analyses prepared by an individual with required 

certifications presented in a written burn plan including but not limited to: 
i. Description of the burn area including present vegetation cover. 
ii. Objective and timing of burn. 
iii. Acceptable conditions for prescribed burn. 
iv. Preparation of the area for burning. 
v. Safety requirements and notifications. 
vi. Special precaution areas. 
vii. Firing technique. 

2. Written plans and specifications including sketches and drawings shall be provided to the client that adequately 
describes the requirements to install the practice and obtain necessary permits (refer to PLANS AND 
SPECIFICATIONS section of the practice standard). 

3.  Identify fields where practice to be applied on a farm or ranch plan map. 
4. Operation and maintenance plan (refer to OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE section of the practice standard). 
5. Certification that the design meets practice standard criteria and complies with applicable laws and regulations. 
6. Design modifications during installation as required. 

INSTALLATION 
Deliverables 

1. Pre-application conference with client. 
2. Verification that client has obtained required permits. 
3. Staking and layout (e.g., setbacks) according to plans and specifications, including applicable layout notes. 
4. Application oversight as required (by an individual with required certifications). 
5. Facilitate and implement required design modifications with client. 
6. Advise client/NRCS on compliance issues with all federal, state, tribal, and local laws, regulations and NRCS 

policies during installation. 
7. Certification that the application process and materials meets design and permit requirements. 

CHECK OUT 
Deliverables 

1. Records of application: 
a. Extent of practice units applied. 
b. ‘As Built/Installed’ drawings/maps for client as appropriate. 

2. Certification that the application meets NRCS standards and specifications and is in compliance with permits. 
3. Exit conference with client and contractor. 
4. Progress reporting. 

REFERENCES 
 NRCS Field Office Technical Guide (eFOTG), Section IV, Conservation Practice Standard, Prescribed  

Burning - 338 
 NRCS General Manual  
 NRCS National Environmental Compliance Handbook 
 NRCS Cultural Resources Handbook 
 North Carolina Prescribed Burning Act 
 


