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Operation and Maintenance Items 
Although Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) designs incorporate the best available technology, it must be recognized that ongoing operation and maintenance plus periodic inspections are required.  The NRCS has prepared these guidelines to assist but you, as owner, are responsible for the safe operation of your excavated pond. 

A properly operated and maintained pond is an asset to your farm.  This structure was designed and installed to provide storage of runoff or ground water for your beneficial use.  The estimated life span of this installation is 10-15 years.  The life of the installation can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out an effective operation and maintenance program.  An effective program includes:

· Inspect runoff ponds after significant rainfalls, checking for erosion or sedimentation.

· The provisions of any water right and/or construction permit issued by the State of North Dakota for this pond is a landowner responsibility.

· Avoid using vegetated spillways or berms as a travel lane for vehicles and/or farm machinery.

· Inspect structure regularly, especially following heavy rains and spring runoff.  Repair damage immediately.  Check each spring that snow and ice will not cause abnormal flow conditions or blockages.  Remove debris or flow blockages. 

· Control burrowing animals.  They create holes that may harm livestock and make slopes unstable.  Repair rodent, burrowing animal, vandalism, vehicle, or livestock damage.

· If access fences are installed, they must be maintained to control livestock.

NOTE:  If you have specific questions regarding inspection or repair, contact your local NRCS office.
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I have read the above guidelines and plan to follow them to the best of my ability.


Cooperator
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I have discussed the guidelines with the cooperator. 
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