U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE 
NORTH DAKOTA
operation and Maintenance PLAN
Irrigation Field Ditch
code 388



Cooperator 	
Project Location 	
THIS TEMPLATE MUST BE MODIFIED TO BECOME SPECIFIC TO THE PROJECT.  THE DESIGNER SHOULD ADD INFORMATION NOT INCLUDED AND DELETE ITEMS THAT DO NOT APPLY.

OTHER CONSERVATION PRATICE OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE PLANS MAY NEED TO BE INCORPORATED TO DEVELOP A COMPREHENSIVE O&M PLAN FOR THE PROJECT.




Purpose and Design
The purpose of the irrigation field ditch…. describe the purpose/overall project (i.e safely convey irrigation water).

Although Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) designs incorporate the best available technology, ongoing operation and maintenance plus periodic inspections are required.  The NRCS has prepared these guidelines to assist, but you are responsible for the safe and effectual operation of your air filtration and scrubbing system.  
Operation and maintenance (O&M) is necessary for all conservation practices and is required for all practices installed with the Natural Resources Conservation Service assistance. The land user is responsible for proper O&M throughout the life of the practice and as may be required by federal, state, or local laws or regulations.

The NRCS has prepared these guidelines to assist but you, as owner, are responsible for the safe and effectual operation of your waste storage facility.  The estimated life span of this installation is 15 years. Necessary operation and maintenance items for this practice include:

Operation and Maintenance Items

· Perform prompt repair or replacement of damaged components.
· Maintain cross-section and gradient by controlling water flow to avoid ditch erosion and bank sloughing.
· Immediately remove any debris, foreign material, obstructions or blockage of the ditch channel, inlets, or outlets.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Maintain growth of planned vegetative coverings. This includes reseeding when necessary.  Periodic mowing may also be needed to control excessive growth. 
· Install and maintain fences to prevent livestock access where excessive trampling of banks occur.
· Eradicate or otherwise remove all rodents or burrowing animals.  Immediately repair any damage caused by their activity.
· Immediately repair any vandalism, vehicular, or livestock damage.


I have read the operation and maintenance guidelines and agree to follow them.


			
	Cooperator	Date 


I have discussed the operation and maintenance guidelines with the cooperator. 


			
	NRCS Representative	Date
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