U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE 
NORTH DAKOTA
operation and Maintenance PLAN
Irrigation Ditch Lining
code 428




Cooperator 	
Project Location 	
THIS TEMPLATE MUST BE MODIFIED TO BECOME SPECIFIC TO THE PROJECT.  THE DESIGNER SHOULD ADD INFORMATION NOT INCLUDED AND DELETE ITEMS THAT DO NOT APPLY.

OTHER CONSERVATION PRATICE OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE PLANS MAY NEED TO BE INCORPORATED TO DEVELOP A COMPREHENSIVE O&M PLAN FOR THE PROJECT.




Purpose and Design
The purpose of the irrigation ditch lining…. describe the purpose/overall project such as reduction of water loss to the irrigation delivery or head ditches
[bookmark: _GoBack]Although Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) designs incorporate the best available technology, ongoing operation and maintenance plus periodic inspections are required.  The NRCS has prepared these guidelines to assist, but you are responsible for the safe and effectual operation of your air filtration and scrubbing system.  
Operation and maintenance (O&M) is necessary for all conservation practices and is required for all practices installed with the Natural Resources Conservation Service assistance. The land user is responsible for proper O&M throughout the life of the practice and as may be required by federal, state, or local laws or regulations.

The NRCS has prepared these guidelines to assist but you, as owner, are responsible for the safe and effectual operation of your waste storage facility.  The estimated life span of this installation is 20 years. Necessary operation and maintenance items for this practice include:

Operation and Maintenance Items

· Avoid crossing with equipment or vehicles except at designated locations.

· Avoid the use of tillage equipment adjacent to the lining that accelerates soil removal.

· If livestock are present, prevent their access to the lining and provide a system of watering.

· Maintain adequate drainage of the foundation. Drain all lined ditches when not being used.

· Maintain the widths and heights of soil berms adjacent to the lining.

· Immediately repair any cracks or breaks in the lining. Investigate cause before repair and take measures to prevent re-occurrence.  Notify your local NRCS office regarding cracks or breaks in the liner.

· Remove sediment, debris or any blockage that restricts capacity.

· Remove woody vegetation and perennials from areas adjacent to the lining. Repair spalls, cracks and weathered areas in concrete surfaces.

· Immediately repair any vandalism, vehicular or livestock damage.

· Eradicate or otherwise remove all rodents or burrowing animals. Immediately repair any damage caused by their activity.



I have read the operation and maintenance guidelines and agree to follow them.


			
	Cooperator	Date 


I have discussed the operation and maintenance guidelines with the cooperator. 


			
	NRCS Representative	Date
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