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Landowner/Operator 

Job Location 

Prepared By 
   Date 

Operation and Maintenance Items 
Although Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) designs incorporate the best available technology, it must be recognized that ongoing operation and maintenance plus periodic inspections are required.  The NRCS has prepared these guidelines to assist but you, as owner/operator, are expected to properly operate and maintain the irrigation system, tailwater recovery.

Properly operated and maintained irrigation tailwater recovery facilities are an asset to the farm.  This system was designed and installed to return runoff water from the irrigation system to a point where water can be reused for an irrigation supply.  Estimated life span of this installation is at least 10 years.  The life of the system can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out an effective operation and maintenance program.  An effective program includes:

· Control field soil erosion to help minimize sediment deposits in tailwater facilities.

· Minimize erosion in collection ditches and pipeline inlets.  Controlling erosion helps minimizes sediment deposits in storage facilities, sumps, and low velocity pipelines and ditches.

· Periodically clean trash racks, sediment traps, sumps, reservoirs, and ditches to maintain design capacity and efficiency.

· Prevent, and if necessary, remove crop residue and foreign debris from entering water conveyance facilities.  Properly cleaned and maintained screens help minimize required system maintenance.

· Periodically check all above ground pipeline connections and structures for leaks and proper operation.  A one gallon per minute leak totals over 10,000 gallons per week.  

· Perform motor and engine maintenance according to a fixed schedule based on hours of operation in addition to “as needed” maintenance based on observation.  

Other ___________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

I have read the above guidelines and plan to follow them to the best of my ability.


Cooperator
Date 

I have discussed the guidelines with the cooperator. 


NRCS Representative
Date 
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