U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE 
NORTH DAKOTA
operation and Maintenance PLAN
LIVESTOCK SHELTER STRUCTURE
code 576

Owner/Operator/Producer:  enter name here
Legal Description of Practice Location:  enter legal description here T-R-Sec
Prepared By:  enter NRCS Name Here Title:  enter NRCS title here Date: enter date prepared here
THIS TEMPLATE MUST BE MODIFIED TO BECOME SPECIFIC TO THE PROJECT.  THE DESIGNER SHOULD ADD INFORMATION NOT INCLUDED AND DELETE ITEMS THAT DO NOT APPLY.

OTHER CONSERVATION PRATICE OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE PLANS MAY NEED TO BE INCORPORATED TO DEVELOP A COMPREHENSIVE O&M PLAN FOR THE PROJECT.



Purpose and Design
The purpose of the permanent or portable  livestock shelter structure is to…. describe the purpose for the structure at this site. 
Although Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) designs incorporate the best available technology, ongoing operation and maintenance plus periodic inspections are required.  The NRCS has prepared these guidelines to assist, but you are responsible for the safe and effectual operation of your livestock shelter structure.  
The livestock shelter structure was designed for:
Describe the current or planned conditions including type of animals, number of animals, intended purpose and goals of the design, size of the structure, components of the structure, etc.

The estimated life span of this installation is at least 10 years.
Operation and Maintenance Items
· Inspect the structure annually and after major storm events, repair any damage immediately. 
· Maintain the components through the practice lifespan. 
· Replace and/or repair maintenance coatings on mechanical components and sheeting as necessary. 
· Livestock shall be excluded from shelterbelts, riparian areas, native rangeland, and areas where a high concentration of Big Sagebrush occurs.  Note if a fence is needed.  If a fence is needed, show on a map where to locate the fence.



Wind & Snow Protection
· Move portable structures periodically to prevent destruction of vegetation in the immediate area.
· If shelters are not moved frequently, collect and remove accumulated animal waste on a regular basis and utilize in accordance with Nutrient Management Plan, as appropriate. 

· Add other notes as appropriate


Portable Structures – Management Plan
· Describe the management plan for the portable structure include the timeline for moving and where it is planned to be moved to (include map with “X” marking locations).

· At a minimum the structure must be moved once during the seasonal feeding period within the field.  The structures must be moved beyond areas where cattle have been fed mechanically harvested feeds or beyond where cattle have been provided shelter during the grazing season.  The structure must be moved to an area that has no excessive hoof action and high levels of manure once the criteria for the nutrient management plan has been met at the current location.  When livestock are winter feeding mechanically harvested feeds on cropland, hayland, or tame pastureland, the management plan shall be based on the Nutrient Management Plan.

· Describe access to water, including during the winter.

· State the minimum winter access length needed to ensure cattle can access the shelter area by walking around the planned snowdrift area.  

· When the portable structures are not being utilized it is recommended they be removed from the fields and moved to a protected area for storage. 
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I have read the operation and maintenance guidelines and agree to follow them.


			
	Cooperator	Date 


I have discussed the operation and maintenance guidelines with the cooperator. 


			
	NRCS Representative	Date
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