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PREDICTING WIND EROSION LOSSES

The following sections explain the primary factors that influence grosion by wind and provide guidance
on the Wind Erosion Equation {WEQ). The wind erosion equation is an erosion prediction model
designed to predict long-term average annual soil losses from a described area.

The National Agronomy Manua! contains two methods for estimating wind erosion: {1} critical wind
erosion period method; and (2) management period method. The critical wind erosion period method
will be used for most erosion calculations. Both methods are used primarily to estimate average annual
erosion, although the management period method can also be used to estimate erosion for parts of the

year.

The Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG) addresses both methods of estimating wind erosion.
Information to use the Critical Period Method is contained in Section A and Section C, the appendix.
information to use the Crop Management Period Method is contained in Section B and Section C, the
appendix. Contact the area agronomist for additional assistance if a weighted estimate based upon crop
management periods and erosive wind energy distribution is needed for conservation management
system development.

Part 502 of the National Agronomy Manual explains the Wind Erosion Equation in greater detail and
provides guidance and reference on the wind erosion process, prediction, and control.
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