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Sone Met hods of Protecting Young Evergreen Pl antings

North Dakota needs nore evergreens--especially in farnstead, feedlot and
wildlife plantings. Sonme nmay be desirable in field wi ndbreak systens.
nservati ons have shown in nost cases that evergreen planting stock was good
to excellent, but nortality occurred after the trees were pl anted.

The foll owi ng reasons for survival failure and nmethods for correcting such
particularly apply to bare-rooted stock:

Smot hering with soil has killed nore evergreens than all other causes

conbined. Covering with soil, even the |ower branches, is harnful to
evergreens. Any needles covered with soil during the planting operation
shoul d i medi ately be uncovered, or they will rot within two weeks. This

shoul d al so be done after each cultivation--at |least during the first 2 to
3 years after planting. Mst evergreens should be planted a little
shal | ower than hardwoods.

The second nost harnful factor in evergreen survival and growh is wnter-
burn. This injury is nore severe sone winters, but is always a threat to
successful evergreen plantings. Wnter-burn can be greatly reduced or
elimnated if one of the followi ng is done.

1. Plant a row or two of corn or sorghumon both sides of the evergreen
row. It should be left standing to act as a snow catch. |f snowfall
is sufficient the trees would be covered by snow all winter. It wll
al so protect the young evergreens from strong w nds.

2. Annual weeds are beneficial if allowed to growin late sunmer (after
August 1st) around each evergreen to give partial shade protection.
The weeds al so tend to catch the early snowfall which is beneficial for
protection. Too much weed growth is not desirable as it night attract
nm ce and girdling could occur over wnter.

3. Shingles nay be used on south and west sides of the evergreens for
protection fromw nd and sun.

4. Strips of burlap tacked on stakes may be used on two sides of each
evergreen for protection fromhot w nds and bright sunshine--south and
west sides preferred.

5. Place a handful of straw on top of each evergreen inmedi ately after
planting. This provides partial shade to the evergreens for several
days, and normally by that tinme the wind woul d have bl own nost of it
away. This also gives the tree roots time to become established.

6. If soil is dry at planting time, watering of each evergreen is
essenti al .

Where chem cal weed control is used the use of one or nore of the above
net hods is essential in protecting the evergreens during w nter.

It takes extra effort and careful handling of evergreens to produce the best
results, but this effort and care are well worth it.
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