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RUSLE2 
Revised Universal Soil Loss Equation, Version 2 

 
RUSLE2 is the official method of predicting sheet and rill water erosion for all NRCS 
programs in North Dakota.  This section contains website links and other information for 
completing water erosion estimates using the official RUSLE2 technology. 
 
Official North Dakota NRCS RUSLE2 program:  
 
Official North Dakota NRCS RUSLE2 database:  
ND Moses 10_1_07.gdb 
 
 

This database is the NRCS Master Database with the Climate Data, Crop 
Management Templates, and Soils Data specific to North Dakota already 
incorporated. 
This database should be downloaded and set as the Startup Database in 
the Rusle2 program.  Doing so eliminates the need to download the Master 
Database, Climate Data, Crop Management Templates, and Soils Data from 
the National RUSLE2 site. 

 
North Dakota’s version is supported by the official NRCS RUSLE2 Website:  
http://fargo.nserl.purdue.edu/rusle2_dataweb/RUSLE2_Index.htm 
 

This link will take you to the official RUSLE2 website maintained at the National 
Soil Erosion Research Laboratory at Purdue University.  It contains download 
files for the official: 

   
• RUSLE2 Program File for computing sheet and rill erosion estimates. 
• NRCS Master Database, required for the program to operate.  This 

file is named Moses.gdb 
• Climate Data with climate files for individual states and counties.  

Needs to be installed in the Moses.gdb file 
• Crop Management Templates with single year/single crop 

managements tailored to specific Crop Management Zones (CMZs).  
It also contains multi-year managements for a few crops rotations 
common to the CMZ as well as maps of the CMZs.  Needs to be 
insalled in the Moses.gdb file 

• Soils Data for individual states and counties.  Needs to be installed in 
the Moses.gdb file 

Installation instructions are provided with each of these download files.  The site 
also provides: 

Training Materials with User’s Guides, Slide Sets, and a training tutorial. 
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