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Plant Enhancement Activity – PLT02 – Monitoring key grazing areas to improve 
grazing management 

State Criteria (same as NATIONAL CRITERIA) with the following clarifications: 

Implementation of this enhancement requires monitoring key grazing areas to improve grazing management.  
A key grazing area is a small area of a pasture that is identified as being representative of the entire pasture.  
Complete the 6 steps listed below: 

1. At least one key grazing area will be established for each pasture.  The key grazing area locations will be 
identified on an aerial photo. Key forage plant(s) will be identified for each key grazing area. 

2. Key grazing areas/monitoring sites will be monitored based on the frequency of grazing as outlined in the 
National Criteria Item 2.   

a. The monitoring method(s) may be chosen from the methods listed on page 2 (Attachment A). 
b. If measurement of key forage plant heights is the chosen monitoring method, see page 3 

(Attachment B).  Recommended residual forage heights for common range and pasture plants in 
Nebraska are based on NRCS Prescribed Grazing practice specifications. 

3. Monitoring in each pasture will include landscape view photos taken at each key grazing area. Refer to: 
28TUhttp://efotg.nrcs.usda.gov/references/public/NE/NE-ECS-2_(Instructions).pdf.U28T   

4. A GPS point or fixed marker such as a disk blade or other permanent marker will be established in each 
pasture in order to return to the same monitoring site each year. 

a. The 28TGrassSnap App28T is a tool that may be used to facilitate monitoring.  The App includes photo 
monitoring, rangeland apparent trend and other monitoring methods. 

5. When measurement of key forage plant heights is selected as one of the monitoring methods (National 
criteria 3b), a grazing exclusion cage will be located at each key area.  This provides a reference point to the 
current years’ growth for that site. The cages will be moved each year after the end-of-year monitoring for 
the site has been completed. 

6. A written documentation of how monitoring data was evaluated and utilized to adjust grazing 
management plans. 

Documentation Requirements (SEE NATIONAL ENHANCEMENT ACTIVITY JOBSHEET) 

Additional State Documentation Requirements (attach or email information to NRCS): 

1. Aerial photo or map of each pasture with the key grazing area clearly identified. 
2. Annual photograph landscape view of each pastures identified key grazing area (photo point). 
3. Written documentation of the monitoring data collected, utilizing one or more of the methods 

listed Attachment A. 
4. Written documentation of how monitoring data was evaluated and utilized to adjust grazing 

management plans. 
 
I certify that the following information meets specifications and the necessary documentation has been 
provided to NRCS:  
 
 
 

Certified by: ___________________________________ Date:________________ 
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http://efotg.nrcs.usda.gov/references/public/NE/NE-ECS-2_(Instructions).pdf
http://centralsandhills.unl.edu/GrassSnap
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ATTACHMENT A 

 
a. Rangeland Apparent Trend 

i. See 28TNebraska Prescribed Grazing Tool28T for form and instructions. 
b. Rangeland Health Assessment (for rangeland) 

i. 28Thttp://www.blm.gov/nstc/library/pdf/1734-6.pdf 
ii. 28Thttp://efotg.nrcs.usda.gov/references/public/NE/NE-ECS-11_Range_Health_Evaluation_Worksheet.pdf 

c. Pasture Condition Scoring (for pastureland) 
i. See 28TNebraska Prescribed Grazing Tool28T for form and instructions. 

d. Plant productivity determinations 
i. See 28TNebraska Prescribed Grazing Tool28T for form forage inventory options. 

e. Measurements of key forage plant heights (before and after grazing) 
i. Suggested pre- and post grazing heights of common Nebraska range and for age grasses are listed 

on attachment B and are based on NRCS Prescribed Grazing practice specifications (28T528s28T). 
ii. Example Data Collection Form For Key Forage Plant Heights Before and After Grazing 

Pasture Key Forage 
Plant 

Livestock In 
Date 

Key Forage Plant 
Height Before 

Livestock 
Out Date 

Key Forage Plant Height 
After 
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http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/NE/Prescribed_Grazing_Design_Tool.xlsm
http://www.blm.gov/nstc/library/pdf/1734-6rev05.pdf
http://www.blm.gov/nstc/library/pdf/1734-6rev05.pdf
http://efotg.nrcs.usda.gov/references/public/NE/NE-ECS-11_Range_Health_Evaluation_Worksheet.pdf
http://efotg.nrcs.usda.gov/references/public/NE/NE-ECS-11_Range_Health_Evaluation_Worksheet.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/NE/Prescribed_Grazing_Design_Tool.xlsm
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/NE/Prescribed_Grazing_Design_Tool.xlsm
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/NE/NE_Prescribed_Grazing_Design_Tool.xlsm
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/NE/NE_Prescribed_Grazing_Design_Tool.xlsm
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/NE/NE528s.pdf


                                                                 
 
 
United States Department of Agriculture  
Natural Resources Conservation Service             NE-PLT02 2015 Ranking Period 1 

 

 
ATTACHMENT B 
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http://drought.unl.edu/ranchplan/InventoryMonitor/ForageRange/RangeMonitoringMethods.aspx
http://www.ntc.blm.gov/krc/uploads/281/Monitoring%20Manual%20for%20Grassland,%20Shrubland%20and%20Savanna%20Ecosystems%20Vol.%20I_Quick%20Start.pdf

