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Plant Enhancement Activity – PLT-30 – Monitor pasture health using pasture 
condition scores (PCS) 
State Criteria (same as NATIONAL CRITERIA) 

Additional State Criteria and State Clarifications 
1. Nebraska overall target Pasture Condition Score (PCS) is 30. 
2. Nebraska target score for Plant Vigor is 4. 
3. The 28TUNational Pasture Condition Score SheetU28T (page 5) will be completed for all pastures.  The form can be 

accessed by clicking the above link or at the following url: 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb1044243.pdf 

4. When the score for plant vigor is below 4, the following will be completed: 
a. Obtain current soils test for impacted pastures. 
b. Complete ratings for each pasture with impacted plant vigor in Causative Factors Affecting Plant 

Vigor portion of the 28TNational Pasture Condition Score Sheet28T (page 6). 
5.  Conservation Practices which improve the Pasture Condition Score include: 

a. Nutrient management 
b. Pest Management 
c. Prescribed Grazing 
d. Forage and Biomass Planting 

i. Interseeding additional grass species 
ii. Interseeding additional legumes 

Documentation Requirements: (SEE NATIONAL ENHANCEMENT ACTIVITY JOBSHEET) 
1. Completed 28TNational Pasture Condition Score Sheet28T (page 5) for the following time frames: 

Baseline (beginning of growing season) Pasture Condition Score (PCS), Quarterly PCS, and 
end of growing season PCS.   

2. If score for plant vigor is less than 4: 
i. Attach current soils test. 

ii. Attach Causative Factors Affecting Plant Vigor portion of the 28TNational 
Pasture Condition Score Sheet28T (page 6). 

3. Map showing location of random transects where PCS was evaluated. 
4. Prescribed grazing plan (Grazing Schedule (NE-528 JS – Schedule Option 1, 2, 3 or 4) 

located within the 28TNebraska Prescribed Grazing Tool28T or equivalent. 
5. Photographs of livestock. 
6. Photographs of forage before and after grazing. 
7. Description of conservation practices (in addition to prescribed grazing) which were 

implemented to increase the PCS.  
8. Records which include livestock information (type, size and number), number of days 

pasture was grazed, height of forage before and after grazing.  The form on page 2 or any 
records/record books which include all of the listed items may be used to record this 
information. 
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Complete the following table or attach grazing records which include all of the information 
listed in the table. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
 

Tract No 
 

Field No 
Livestock Information Grazing Dates Plant Height (in) 

Type Number Weight In Date Out Date Before 
Grazing 

After 
Grazing 

 
 

        

 
 

        

 
 

        

 
 

        

 
 

        

 
 

        

 
 

        

 
I certify that the following information meets specifications and have been provided to NRCS:  

1. Completed 28TNational Pasture Condition Score Sheet28T (page 5) for the following time frames: 
Baseline (beginning of growing season) Pasture Condition Score (PCS), Quarterly PCS, and 
end of growing season PCS.   

2. If score for plant vigor is less than 4: 
i. Attach current soils test. 

ii. Attach Causative Factors Affecting Plant Vigor portion of the 28TNational 
Pasture Condition Score Sheet28T (page 6). 

3. Map showing location of random transects where PCS was evaluated. 
4. Prescribed grazing plan (Grazing Schedule (NE-528 JS – Schedule Option 1, 2, 3 or 4) 

located within the 28TNebraska Prescribed Grazing Tool28T or equivalent. 
5. Photographs of livestock. 
6. Photographs of forage before and after grazing. 
7. Description of conservation practices (in addition to prescribed grazing) which were 

implemented to increase the PCS.  
 
 
Certified by: ____________________________________________Date:________________ 
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