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Prairie Restoration for Grazing and Wildlife 
Habitat 
This activity consists of restoring/renovating prairie 
habitat by establishing native vegetation and 
managing the restored plant community. 
 
Land Use Applicability 
 

This enhancement is applicable to cropland, 
pastureland and rangeland that can be restored to 
native prairie vegetation. 
 
Benefits 
 

Establishing and managing native prairie vegetation 
will provide food, cover, and nesting habitat for 

adapted species, especially grassland nesting birds.  

 
 
Criteria for Prairie Restoration for Grazing and Wildlife Habitat  
 
The resulting plant community will consist of at least 10 species of native perennial grasses and 
at least 6 species of native perennial forbs or other amounts prescribed by the NRCS State 
Office.  Species appropriate fungal and microbial inoculants will be used during establishment 
where appropriate.  Additional planting conditions may be specified if an ecological site 
description has been developed for the area. 
 

After establishment, the field will be protected from grazing and disturbance during the primary 
nesting and fawning season as defined by the NRCS State Office.  A grazing management plan 
will be prepared, documented, and followed.  Grazing intensity outside of the nesting season will 
never exceed “moderately” grazed as defined by the NRCS State Office.  Rest or rotation 
intervals will also be documented. 
 
Documentation Requirements for Prairie Restoration for Grazing and Wildlife Habitat 
 
Following implementation of this activity, the landowner must document the restoration of 
native vegetation by providing a brief written description of the actions taken; providing receipts 
and dates; documenting the area (acres) restored, grazing management plan, and delineating the 
location of the restored prairie on a map or aerial photograph.  
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Animal Enhancement Activity – ANM21 – Prairie Restoration for Grazing and 
Wildlife Habitat 
State Criteria 
Refer to the Restoration and Management of Rare and Declining Habitat (643DPa) Prairie Design Procedure 
for additional criteria.  A minimum of 20 total species is required for all prairie types except the following: 
Mosaic of Mixed-grass and Shortgrass Prairie, Sandsage Prairie, and any other local prairie type found in 
Vegetative Zone I in the Panhandle.  The minimum outlined within this enhancement is required for those 
exceptions (10 or more grasses plus 6 or more forbs).  There is no requirement for fungal and microbial 
inoculants. 
 
Primary nesting and fawning season is May 1 through July 15.  Grazing may not occur during this period.  
Typically, a minimum of two growing seasons will be required following seeding prior to implementing a 
grazing management plan.  An assessment should be made to determine establishment prior to grazing. 
 
Grazing management plans that impact a different portion of the area restored during a different time of year 
on a rotational basis are preferred.  This will provide for a species within the mixture to avoid repeated 
impacts from grazing year after year. 
  
Documentation Requirements  

� Grass Seeding Job Sheet (NE-CPA-8) providing documentation of site preparation, seeding method, 
and composition of species planted or inter-seeded to meet requirements. 
� Map with prairie restoration clearly identified (highlighted, outlined, etc.). 
� Approved maintenance/management activities noted in table below intended to accommodate the 
prairie restoration (attach associated maps of treatment areas). 

 
Tract Field Acres Proposed Activity Approximate Timeframe 

100 2b 15.0 Prescribed Burning March of 2011 
     

      

     

     

     

 
I certify that the following information meets specifications and have been provided to NRCS:  

1.  Written documentation consisting of a completed NE-CPA-8 Grass Seeding Job Sheet and associated 
seed tags, as required.  
2.  Map with area to be restored to prairie clearly identified (highlighted, outlined, etc.). 
 
 

Certified by: ___________________________________ Date:________________ 
 

Animal Enhancement Activity  State Addendum September 4, 2008 
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