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HABITAT MANAGEMENT ENHANCEMENT        July  2005 
 

LOWER BIG BLUE AND LOWER LITTLE BLUE WATERSHEDS IN NEBRASKA 
Name: _________________________________________  

 
Improve nesting habitat by leaving 10% of hay field unharvested 
Payment = $50.00 / acre / year for leaving a minimum of 10% (not less than 1 acre) of the total 
acreage within a field used for hay production set-aside and unharvested through the duration 
of the growing season until March 31 of the following year.  Payment applies only to those 
hayland acres left unharvested. 
 
The intent of this enhancement is to provide secure nesting areas for various bird species 
(game and non-game) that rely on taller, undisturbed vegetation during the spring and 
summer.  Other wildlife benefits include providing suitable brood-rearing, hiding, 
feeding/pollination, and winter cover for many different species of wildlife.  
 
This enhancement requires that a minimum of 10% (not less than 1 acre) of the total acreage 
within a field used for hay production be set-aside and remain unharvested through the 
duration of the growing season until March 31st of the following year.  All areas must be 30 feet 
wide or greater to meet the requirements of the enhancement.  Preferred locations within the 
field include the outer perimeter or field border as well as areas adjacent to streams, wetlands, 
wooded draws, etc. and corridors between these habitat types. 
 
Documentation Required: Use the following table for documentation and attach a plan map 
showing the location of the unharvested acres.  An example is provided. 
 
 
 
 

Tract & Field #s Total Field Acres Crop Grown 
Acres Left 
Unharvested 

T486 - 1 50 alfalfa 12 

 T486 - 2 5 native meadow 1 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Tract & Field #s Total Field Acres Crop Grown Acres Left 
Unharvested 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Certification: 
I certify that I have left unharvested hayland acres for the time period as explained in the 
narrative for the field(s) listed in the table above. 
 
 
 
Name: _________________________________________Date:__________________ 
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