Measur ed Paraneters
A brief description of each paraneters foll ows:

PRECI PI TATI ON

Dai |y measurenents are made of rainfall, depth of snow, water equivalent of snow,
sleet, and other forms of precipitation. Records are kept of the character, type,
and time of occurrence. Each station is normally furnished with either a
nonrecordi ng (standard 8 inch), a recordi ng wei ghing-type gage (either Universal or
Bel fort), or both.

Al R TEMPERATURE

Air tenperature neasurenent is made with a liquid-in-glass maxi mum and m ni num

t hermoneter mounted in a Cotton Region Shelter (CRS) or an electronic thernistor
based Maxi nrum M ni mum Tenperature System (MMIS) nounted in a small "beehive" |ike
structure. Maximum mninum and current air tenperatures are taken and recorded
daily.

EVAPORATI ON AND W ND MOVEMENT

Dai | y measurenents are made of the evaporati on amobunt from an open, freely exposed
pan. Measurenents are nade of wi nd novenment over the pan, nmaxi nrum and mnini num
tenperature of the water, and at sone stations, wet-and dry-bulb tenperatures of
the air.

SO L TEMPERATURE

Sel ected stations record the soil tenperature daily. The stations are provided
with thermoneters or sensing elenments located in and under undi sturbed bare or
grass covered soil at selected depths.

AGRI CULTURAL DATA
At selected stations, observers forward weekly reports containing the effect of
weat her on crops and a description of current farm ng operations in the locality.



