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RIPARIAN 
HABITAT EVALUATION WORKSHEET 

Client   County  
Tract No.   Field No.  Section No.  Township  Range  
Evaluator   Date  
Enter the score for the conditions described that most closely resemble the present condition or planned condition of the 
site being evaluated. To meet the quality criteria requirements for wildlife habitat (food, water, cover, etc.) in Section III of 
the FOTG the planned system must provide a total rating of 0.5 or higher for the conservation treatment unit. 
 
Note:  Riparian areas with greater than 20% canopy cover of trees shall be scored as a Riparian Forest Buffer by 
substituting the score from the “Stand Characteristics” category of the Woodland Wildlife Habitat Evaluation Worksheet 
(NE-CPA-36) for the “Species Composition” category from this worksheet.  In addition, if the site scores a (.1) or less on 
the Stand Characteristics category and 2 or more woody species with wildlife value are present, add (.1) to Stand 
Characteristics score.  (Refer to Table 11 in Windbreak Interpretations in Section II of the FOTG for woody species that 
have medium and high wildlife values.)  If the site contains significant (>50%) undesirable, invasive woody species, score 
as a -0.1. 
 
(Attach copy of Woodland Wildlife Habitat Evaluation Worksheet when completing a forested riparian buffer evaluation!) 

 

Species Composition – Areas with a diverse mixture of grasses and forbs must contain a minimum of two native or 
beneficial introduced grasses and one perennial forb or native shrubs.  Each species must be at least 10% of the stand 
and invasive grasses (e.g. Kentucky bluegrass, smooth brome, reed canarygrass, etc.) must not comprise more than 
10% of the stand.  Beneficial introduced grasses include orchardgrass, intermediate and pubescent wheatgrass. 
 *(For sites with greater than 20% canopy cover of trees, see note above and attach a copy of the “Woodland Wildlife 
Habitat Evaluation Worksheet” NE-CPA-36.) 

.3 Site contains a diverse mixture of native or beneficial introduced grasses and perennial forbs and/or woody cover 
(primarily native shrubs) on 75% or more of the site.  

.2 Site contains a diverse mixture of native or beneficial introduced grasses, perennial forbs, and/or woody cover 
(primarily native shrubs) on 50%-74% of the site  

.1 Site contains a diverse mixture of native or beneficial introduced grasses, perennial forbs, and/or woody cover 
(primarily native shrubs) on 25%-49% of the site.  

.0 
Site contains a diverse mixture of native or beneficial introduced grasses, perennial forbs, and/or woody cover 
(primarily native shrubs) on less than 25% of the site OR contains more than 10% invasive grasses but is managed 
to create and sustain vegetative diversity using appropriate methods outlined under “Buffer Management” below. 

-.1 Site is primarily a monoculture of invasive grasses with no other diversity OR is woodland dominated by an invasive 
tree species as noted under “Species Composition” on the Woodland Wildlife Habitat Evaluation Worksheet. 

 A.  Rating for Species Composition Present  Planned  
 

Buffer Width – (measured perpendicular from the top of the streambank or edge of the shoreline out to buffer edge) 
Filter Strips must be 20’ for slopes <3%; 25’ for slopes 3%-10%; and 30’ for slopes >10% - at all points along the buffer. 
Riparian Forest Buffers must be 35’ and require a Filter Strip in addition if eroding cropland is up-gradient of the trees. 
(More width may apply to meet the 30:1 ratio for Filter Strips or the 30% of active floodplain for Riparian Forest Buffers.) 

.2 
Buffer width is two or more times the minimum required by applicable standard (Filter Strip or Riparian Forest 
Buffer). 

.1 Buffer width meets minimum requirements of applicable standard (Filter Strip or Riparian Forest Buffer). 

-.1 Buffer width is less than required by applicable standard (Filter Strip or Riparian Forest Buffer). 

 B.  Rating for Buffer Width Present  Planned  
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Stream Channel / Bank Integrity 

.2 
No channel modifications (headcutting, channelization or levees) are present AND stream banks are stabilized with 
adequate vegetation – including the absence of gully erosion along the stream bank. 
(Natural channel movement and bank erosion is expected and should be considered relative to the stream type.)  

.1 

Channel modifications (headcutting, channelization, or levees) exist OR stream banks are not stabilized in all areas 
and gully erosion exists along the stream bank BUT only in locations beyond the control of the landowner or 
operator. 
(e.g. headcutting on a watershed scale, channelization prior to 1985, gully erosion originating from off-site factors)  

-.1 

Channel modifications (headcutting, channelization, or levees) exist OR stream banks are not stabilized in all areas 
and gully erosion exists along the stream bank AND these factors are controlled by the landowner or operator. 
(e.g. recent channel/bank modifications, encroaching tillage, excessive runoff from adjacent land, heavy grazing 
use) 

 B.  Rating for Streambank Integrity Present  Planned  
 

Aquatic Habitat Components 

.1 No man-made barriers (>1 foot high) which impede fish movement AND No withdrawals which eliminate base flow. 
(e.g. dams and culverts that create barriers or diversions for irrigation that withdraw an excessive portion of water) 

.0 Either barriers or flow withdrawals exist but are beyond the control of the landowner or operator. 
(e.g. county road culverts, NRD flood retention dams, irrigation district diversion dams, etc.) 

-.1 Either barriers or flow withdrawals exist as a result of actions under the control of the landowner or operator.  
  
 
* 

Add .1 if 3 or more of the following aquatic habitat features are present in a representative subsection of the stream 
that is 50 feet long or five times the active channel width – which ever is greater.  (Circle the features present.) 
 
Options: 1) undercut banks; 2) overhanging vegetation; 3) thick root mats; 4) dense macrophyte beds; 5) dense leaf 
packs; 6) woody debris; 7) course gravel beds (> ½“); 8) cobble (> 2 ½”); 9) boulders (>10”); 10) deep pools (>3’);   
11) riffles over firm substrate; or 12) backwater pools connected by side channels or annual high flows.  

 D.  Rating for Aquatic Habitat Components * Present  * Planned  
 

Buffer Management 

.1 
Management activities (prescribed grazing, prescribed burning, site-specific herbicide use with interseeding, etc.) 
will be used with appropriate timing, intensity and duration to maintain/improve diversity and manipulate vegetative 
characteristics to meet desired wildlife habitat objectives. 

.0 No management activities planned for the site to meet desired wildlife habitat objectives. 
  

* Add .1 if livestock access to the stream is managed to protect the riparian area 
(Examples include: mid-summer rest, off-site water source, water gaps, exclusion, etc.) 

** Deduct .1 if livestock access to the stream is not managed to protect the riparian area 

 E.  Rating for Buffer Management * Present  * Planned  

COMPOSITE RATING - (A+B+C+D+E) Present  Planned  
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