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Similarity Index Worksheet

M.  Similarity index (L divided by K x 100 = M):

Dry Weight
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Weight in 
reference 

state (lbs/ac)

K. Total normal annual production in reference vegetation state (from ecological site description):
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corrected 
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(circle plot numbers that are clipped)

*Express all percents as decimal values (Example: 60%=.6)
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Reconstructed Present Total Weight lbs/ac.

L.  Total weight of allowable present (total of weight in column J):

% dry 
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Exhibit 4-2 NRPH. Percentage of air-dry matter in harvested plant material at various stages of growth

Grasses
Before heading; 
initial growth to 
boot stage (%)

Headed out; 
boot stage to 
flowering (%)

Seed ripe; leaf 
tips drying (%)

Leaves dry; 
stems partly 

dry (%)

Apparent 
dormancy (%)

Evergreen
sandsage, fringed sagewort, 

bitterbrush
55 65 35

bluestem, switchgrass, indiangrass

Green Fruit 
(%)

Dry Fruit (%)

30 45 60 85

Midgrasses

blue grama, panicum, buffalo grass
Leaves dry; 
stems drying 

(%)

95

Cool season

35 45 60 85 95

Warm season

wheatgrasses, perennial bromes, 
bluegrasses, prairie junegrass

Tall grasses

95

Short grasses
90 95

side-oats grama, little bluestem, sand 
dropseed

40 55 65 90

Dry (%)

45 60 80

Forbs
Initial growth to 
flowering (%)

Flowering to 
Seed Maturity 

(%)

Seed ripe; leaf 
tips drying (%)

Shrubs
New leaf & twig 

growth until leaves 
are full size (%)

Older and full 
size green leaves 

(%)

Succulents

20 40

Leafy

60 90 100

35 60 90 100

100

lupines, lespedeza, compass plant, 
clovers, sunflowers

Violets, waterleaf, buttercup, 
bluebells, wild onions, lilies

Phlox, pussytoes, mat eriogonum 30 50 75 90
Fibrous leaves or mat

15

85

snowberry, broom snakeweed, western 
sandcherry

35 50 30 85

Deciduous

Yucca
small soapweed 55 65 35 85
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