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Instructions 
Terrace Layout & Construction Check        NE-ENG-19 
Data Sheet   
 
Instructions on the design of terraces are found in the EFM*, Chapter 8 and Field Office 
Technical Guide Standard 600. 

*Note:  EFM (Engineering Field Manual) title has been changed to EFH (Engineering Field Handbook). 
 

Instructions for use of NE-ENG-19 
Completely fill out the heading, location map, and legal description.  The following notes refer to the sample form. 

 
Design and Layout Data 

 
Ter. No. the terrace number that corresponds to the location map; you may have more than one terrace per 

sheet 

Type of terrace type of terrace; i.e., storage, gradient, level, or flat channel 

Design slope slope of the land above the terrace, in % 

Hor. Int.  horizontal interval used to design the terrace, in feet 

Row width row width of the equipment used for design, in feet 

Chan. width enter channel width for flat channel terraces, in feet 

Grade  enter grade of channel bottom 

Math. Stor. Des method used to design the storage; i.e., enter NETER, tables, etc. 

Sta’s of stor. stations of storage.  Enter the end stations of storage within the terrace; i.e., if the terrace is from Sta. 
0+00 to 10 + 00 but the storage is between Sta.  1+50 and 8+50, then show  

1 + 50 

8 + 50 

 

Ridge elev. design elevation of the embankment within the storage portion of the terrace.  For non-storage 
terraces, just leave blank. 

Spwy. Elev. elevation of the emergency spillway for storage type terraces 

Height.  height of the terrace, in feet 

Cut slope length cut slope, in feet, for cuts on the uphill side of the terrace 

Front slope length of terrace front slope, in feet 

Back slope length of terrace backslope, in feet 

Layout  length of terrace as staked for construction, in feet 

Const.  actual constructed terrace length, in feet 



 

Construction Check (Profile) 

Terr. No.  number of the terrace checked 

EL  elevation of the bench mark 

BS  back sight with the rod on the bench mark 

HI  height of instrument, (19) plus (20) 

Sta  stations along the length of the terrace 

Ridge  rod reading with the rod 1.5’ upstream from the top ridge of the terrace 

El  elevation or ridge at 1.5’ from the top ridge of the terrace, (21) minus (23) 

Chann  rod reading with the rod in the channel as described in Field Office Technical Guide Standard 600. 

El  channel elevation (21) minus (23) 

Chann   used for the other side of the bottom of flat channel terraces 

El  used for the other side of the bottom of flat channel terraces 

Cross Section 

Terr no.  terrace number 

Sta.  station where cross section was taken 

Cut  length of cut slope if applicable, in feet 

B.W.  bottom width for flat channel terraces, in feet 

Front B.W. length of front slope, in feet--for narrow base terraces, enter only the total base width 

Back B.W. length of backslope, in feet--for narrow base terraces, enter a dash (-) 

Eff. Ht. (ft.) effective height of terrace, in feet, measured according to Field Office Technical Guide Standard 600 

Length by method used to measure terrace length 

Remarks remarks as needed 

Name/date initials of person making the construction check and the date of the check 

Signature signed, dated, and representing to be completed by whomever states that the practice has been 
installed according to plans and specifications.  It may be an NRCS technician or contractor. 

Support References 
 
Field Office Technical Guide (eFOTG), Section IV, Conservation Practice Standard – Terrace, 600 
http://efotg.nrcs.usda.gov/references/public/NE/NE600.pdf 
 
Engineering Field Handbook, 210-VI-NEH-650.08 (New NRCS Directive No.), EFM-1D (Old NRCS Catalog Order No.), 
EFH Chapter 8, Terraces, 07/01/1984 http://www.info.usda.gov/CED/ftp/CED/EFH-Ch08.pdf 
 
"The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, 
sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual's income is derived 
from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require 
alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's 
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of 
Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 
(TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer." 
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