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PRACTICE SPECIFICATIONS
IRRIGATION FIELD DITCH
1.
General

The irrigation field ditch shall be constructed in accordance with the following detailed specifications.  These may be supplemented by other special specifications as needed.
2.
Clearing and Grubbing

The foundation area for all ditch embankments and ditch pads shall be cleared of all trees, brush, weeds, sod, loose rock, frozen material and other objectionable material.  Grubbing shall consist of the removal of all stumps, buried logs, roots of 1 inch in diameter or larger, and other materials not suitable for the subgrade.
3.
Disposal of Refuse

All refuse materials shall be placed outside the field ditch area for disposal.
4.
Filling and Shaping

The materials to be used for ditch embankment and ditch pad will normally be obtained from adjacent areas.  The materials shall be free from rocks, brush, stones over 6 inches in diameter and from other objectionable material.  No fill shall be placed on a frozen surface; nor shall snow, ice or frozen material be incorporated in the fill.  
The moisture content of the fill material shall be sufficient to secure adequate compaction.  All fills shall be placed in layers not to exceed 8 inches in depth, and each layer compacted with a roller or wheels and tracks of the construction machinery.  
Where practicable, the minimum compactive effort applied shall be the movement of the hauling and spreading equipment so that the entire area of each lift will be traversed by not less than one wheel tread of the loaded earthmoving equipment. 
Generally, the field ditch shall be constructed to the designed line, grade, and cross section.  Over-excavation of the channel or overfill on the ditch banks is permissible providing it does not interfere with the functioning of the ditch or the related structures. 
Construction operations shall be done in such a manner that erosion and air and water pollution are minimized and held within legal limits.  The surface of the finished field ditch including all slopes shall be reasonably smooth and of good appearance.
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