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UNDERGROUND OUTLET

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE PLAN

You, the owner (operator), are responsible for the maintenance of your underground outlet.  Underground outlets designed by the Soil Conservation Service (SCS) are based on the best available technology, but they depend upon proper maintenance to function as designed.

The underground outlet is an integral part of your terrace system and it must be properly maintained so that your terrace system will last for its intended life span.

The SCS has prepared these guidelines for the operation and maintenance of your underground outlet.

A.
 Inspect your underground outlet and the risers at least twice a year, once in the spring and once in the fall, after harvest.  This will reveal damage caused by trickle flow from snow melt and any damage done to the riser by farm equipment.



 Also, check the underground outlet after any heavy rainstorms.

B.
 Look for excessive earth settlement around the riser, over the top of the underground pipe near the back toe of the terrace and along the entire length of the pipe trench.



 If this happens it may mean that water is running along the outside of the pipe instead of through it and the trench backfill is settling down and being washed away.  Eventually this will lead to failure of the terrace.



 These areas may have to be dug out, refilled and compacted.

C.
 Remove any sediment and debris buildup around the riser which are plugging the slots or holes in the riser and restricting the flow of water.  Also remove any debris and sediment that gets lodged on the riser orifice plate, in the elbows or other pipe connections.

D.
 Check the outlet end of the pipe.  Remove all debris from behind the animal guard, on the inside of the pipe.  Make sure that the animal guards have free movement.  Also, remove any limbs, weeds, and mud accumulation which may plug the pipe from the outside.

E.
 If your system was originally constructed without a structural guard around the riser, you may have to install one to protect the riser if you turn livestock into the field.

F.
 Make all needed repairs as soon as possible, including filling and recompacting of any eroded or badly settled areas and repairing or replacing damaged riser sections.
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